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to fill a 


desperate 


O MEET the desperate 


needs of thousands of heavily 


handicapped men, women and 
children, The Spastics Society 
must raise an additional income 
of at least £250,000 a year. 


An all-out drive to reach this 
target will be made during 
1969, when the first-ever Nat- 
ional Spastics Week will be 
held from June 29 to July 5, to 
focus attention on the needs 
and problems of Britain’s 
75,000 spastics. 

It is estimated that already 
more than 10,000 voluntary 


helpers are involved in plan- 


ning events for the National 
Week. 


All-out... 


“Although we have already 
established over 100 schools, 
homes, workshops and centres 
of various kinds,” said Mr. 
James Loring, Director of the 
Society, “there are still thou- 
sands of spastics looking to us 
for help that we cannot provide 
unless we raise a great deal of 
money. 

“To deal with the most 
urgent priorities, we must have 
at least another £250,000, and 
we will be making an all-out 
drive to raise this sum during 
National Spastics Week.” 
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New Series, Price 6d. 


Big drive The hidden 
ehildren 


GPASTIC children being “hidden” 

by parents in Leicestershire are 

the target of a search planned by 
the county Spastics Society. 

The chairman, Professor Keith Legg, 
said that only 300 spastic cases were 
known to the society, but there 
must be well over 1,000. 

He thought many of the missing 700 
were probably being kept out of 
sight because parents were embar- 
rassed by the disability. 

The purpose of the hunt is to deter- 
mine the needs of spastics which 
could be met in Leicestershire by 


the society. 


Professor Legg pointed out that some 
spastics might not be getting all the 
education they needed. 

“We don’t really know what the prob- 
lems are in Leicestershire,” he said. 

Leicestershire County Spastics Society 
was formed only 12 months ago and 


comprises members 
from other societies 
at Loughborough and 
Coalville. It has plans 
to expand activities 
to Hinckley, Lutter- 
worth and Market 
Harborough. 
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Halifax give 


back 


grant 


HAlFAx and District Spastics Society have returned 

their annual grant—£548—to the national Society, 
and have asked it to be regarded as a donation towards 
the deficit of the Society’s hostel in Halifax. 


Teesside get 
ready for 
busy season 


Teesside Spastics Society are 
gearing up for a busy season 
of activities in which a well- 
known local celebrity and the 
Middlesbrough Citadel Corps 
of the Salvation Army will be 
involved. 

The celebrity will open the 
Society’s Christmas Fayre at 
the Middlesbrough Work and 
Welfare Centre on November 


And the Salvationists are 
arranging a Christmas Festival 
of Music in St. George’s Church 
on Saturday, December 21, the 
proceeds of which will go to 
the Society. 

In October, about 200 people 
attended an exhibition of art 
by handicapped people at the 
Work Centre, 


This excellent response to 
the “partnership” appeal of 
the chairman, Mr. W. A. Burn, 
when earlier this year he 
emphasised the need for Groups 
to become _ self-supporting, 
means that the money can now 
be put to good use in providing 
services which would otherwise 
have had to be delayed. 


The Halifax Society felt that 
because they had already be- 
come self-supporting, they 
should refund in full their run- 
ning grant — and try to do the 
same each year. 


GROUPS 


NEW test direct mail 
appeal has been sent out in 
five “guinea pig” areas, seek- 
ing funds for children’s 
centres. 

Although organised and paid 
for by Park Crescent, the 
scheme could not have been 
undertaken without close co- 
operation from the five 
groups involved — West 
Sussex, Walthamstow, Burn- 
ley, Horsham and Crawley, 


Pigeons fly 


in for big 
sale 


Fifty prize-winning pigeons 
are being flown from Germany 
by a Dusseldorf newspaper to 
take part in the international 
sale of pedigree racing pigeons 
being held in aid of The Spas- 
tics Society at London’s St. 
Pancras Assembly Rooms on 
November 9th. 

The newspaper appealed to 
German fanciers to support the 
sale by donating pigeons. The 
response was overwhelming, 
and 50 of the finest pedigree 
specimens were selected from 
the birds offered. They will be 
flown to London at the news- 
paper’s expense. 

Birds are also being sent 
from many other parts of the 
world, and the Queen has 
promised a pair from the royal 
loft at Sandringham. But they 
will not be hatched until the 
New Year, and will be offered 
as prizes in a special competi- 
tion being held during the sale. 

The event will be opened at 
12.30 p.m. by stage and tele- 
vision star Harry Secombe, al- 
though selling will begin at 11 
am. All the proceeds will be 
given to The Spastics Society 
and the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics. 


AID NEW 


and Sunderland. 

Although the proposal was pre- 
sented to the groups only 
about two months ago, appro- 
val was quickly given for the 
test to be undertaken in their 
areas. The groups also pro- 
vided the local details which 
were incorporated into the 
letters which were sent out 
over the signature of the 
group chairman. 

Joint schemes such as this not 


Robert and Tina. 


wi 


THE STAMP is likely to be the new party 

dance of the season, thanks to the 
efforts of the Spastics Society. The dance 
has been devised by Frank and Peggy 
Spencer to help boost the sales of the 
Society’s Christmas stamps. 

The Stamp was launched at a Press con- 
ference on October 29. And among the 
first to learn it was Miss Joy Bennett, 
Regional Pools Promotions’ Miss Top Ten 
(see page 4), for whom a special dress was 
designed—made entirely out of spastics 


Christmas stamps. 


Why stamps? They have superseded seals this year in 
order to produce a more attractive package deal for the 
public. And some of the finest artists in history have 
been put to work by the Society, for the stamps are, in 
fact, beautiful coloured miniatures of famous paintings, 
reproduced with the close co-operation of many well- 


known galleries. 

For the launching party for 
The Stamp, invitations were 
sent out to a number of special 
people selected from _ the 
London telephone directory. All 
are named Christmas or Stamp 
and they were to be the first 
members of the public to enjoy 
the new dance. 

Instructions on how to do 
The Stamp were, on going to 


A boy and his dog 


HE BOY is Robert Burns Findlay, son of Robert Burns Findlay, 
born on Robert Burns’ birthday—and a poet with it. The dog is 


Tina. 


Robert, a pupil at the Thomas Delarue School for Spastics, is 
17 and writes poems about love and war. 

His mother, Mrs. Sally Findlay, said: “His grandfather would 
have been pleased to know that Robert wrote poetry—he used to 
do so himself, and he left Robert two very valuable editions of 


Robert Burns.” 


(Photo by courtesy of “Evening Echo,” Watford) . 


Catamaran 
winner 


Winner of the £10 in 
Premium Bonds in the London 
62 Club’s catamaran competi- 
tion announced in the Septem- 
ber issue was Mrs. Burrows, of 
12 Redsull Avenue, Mil Hill, 
Deal, Kent. 

In the competition, entrants 
had to estimate the time 
which would be taken by the 
two spastic sailors, Roger Holt 
and Peter West, to sail from 
Dover to Cap Gris Nez and 
back, 

Mrs. Burrows’ estimate of 12 
hours 10 minutes was the near- 
est to the actual time taken— 
12 hours 25 minutes. 


One of the entrants in the | 


competition enclosed a donation 
of 10 guineas, said the Society’s 
Clubs’ Officer, Mr. Bill Har- 
greaves, 


APPEAL 


only increase the working 
co-operation between groups 
and Park Crescent, but also 
provide economies in admin- 
istrative and printing costs. 

Already the scheme indicates 
the basis not only for raising 
funds, but also for enlisting 
voluntary workers. The test 
will also give the information 
that is needed to reshape the 
plan for yet greater 
effectiveness, 


press, still a top secret although 
it is known that the steps are 
simple. It is hoped that full 
instructions will be given in 
next month’s issue. 

There is still time to obtain 
Christmas stamps and to 
brighten seasonal correspon- 
dence while helping a worthy 
cause. 

Send a donation to The 
Spastics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London, W.1, and ask 
for the folder of six dozen 
Christmas stamps, labels and 
other literature 


Next month 


A world record, held by a 
severely disabled person 
against ALL comers... Is it 
possible? One man who believes 
it is will be the subject of 
“Interesting People’ in next 
month’s issue. Don’t miss it, 


Relax 
ina 
Radox 
bath 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 
Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger In it for at least 10 minutes. 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 
tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left 

smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers 

better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ 

are eliminated. A quick rinse With plain jee 
water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 

Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 

You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes a bath special. 


~ 


A N&CHPOLAS 'N] PRODUCT, BATH ROAD, SLOUGH, BUCKS. 


| be 


the rage 


a 


Crowded day for S.OS. 


chairman 


West Ham footballers met members of the Stars Organ- 
isation for Spastics in a cricket match at Braintree at the 
beginning of what was to prove a crowded day for S.O.S. 


£400 FROM 
TABLERS 


A CHEQUE FOR £400 was 
received by Mr. Crowther, at a 
Marlow Round Table dance at 
the Rank Ballroom, Reading. 

Mr. Crowther travelled to 
Reading after his Garrick 
Theatre farce, “Let Sleeping 
Wives Lie,” and he and Dorothy 
Wayne, who was appearing at 
the Worthing Pavilion, pro- 
vided the cabaret attraction at 
the dance before receiving the 
cheque. 


kK k 2K 

A MICHAELMAS FAIR on 
the Campus at Welwyn, and a 
draw, raised £750 to be divided 
between the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics and local spastics 
charities. 

Among those who attended 
were Miss Hy Hazell, the chair- 
man of Colwall Court and Mr. 
John Horsley, chairman of 
Wakes Hall management com- 
mittees. 


The Ganeib NEWTON 


chairman, Leslie Crowther. 

With many S.O.S. members, 
including Simon Dee, John Gar- 
rie, Pierre Picton, George 
Moon, Jean Aubrey, Carol 
Marsh, June and John Horsley 
and Derrick de Marney, he 
took part in the game against a 
Braintree team which included 
international Geoff Hurst, a 
pair of whose boots were later 
auctioned by Mr. Crowther. 

When the match was rained 
off, Mr, Crowther, with Pierre 
Picton and the S.O.S. secretary, 
Mrs. Sheila Rawstorne, dashed 
to Dedham, the beautiful vil- 
lage in Constable country, 
where at the Rose and 
Crown public house a beacon 
was waiting to be pushed over. 

Finally, after a nightmare 
journey through dense traffic, 
he and his party arrived at the 
Barn Restaurant, Braintree, for 
an evening party organised by 
Mr. Bob Patience at which Mr. 
Crowther entertained those 
present and received a cheque 
for £420, which will be devoted 
to a new extension at the S.O.S. 
Wakes Hall Centre, near Col- 
chester. 


Wheelchair 


the lightest wheelchair made 


On parade... 


A sale of work and manne- 
quin parade realised £109 for 
the St. Austell Branch of the 
Cornish Spastics Society. 


Ali relaxes at the Fitzroy Square 

Centre with Mr. P. Jj. Dyer, 

deputy head of the Social Work 

and Employment Department of 
the Spastics Society. 


Exclusive patented 


NEWTON features 


Instantly detachable padded armrests 
featuring a press button 


autolock 


Instantly detachable driving 
wheels automatically and 
positively locked 


Detachable footrests shaped to fit the 
foot. Adjustable for height 


Nylon bearings needing no 


maintenance. 


100% guarantee against defective 
material or workmanship 


mM 
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THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Meadway Works 


Garretts Green Lane 


Birmingham 33 
Telephone 921-783 6083 


TOTAL LOLOL 


Scots stars 


hand over 
£3,000 


The Scottish Stars Organisa- 
tio: for Spastics recently 
presented a cheque for £3,000 
to the Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics. 

Mr. Charles B. Laird, chair- 
man of the council, thanked 
members of the organisation 
and their chairman, Mr. Larry 
Marshall, and hon. president, 
Mr. Mozart Allan, for their 
sterling work which had, over 
the years of their activity, 
raised £50,000. 

During 1968 the S.O.S. (Scot- 
land) organised a police tattoo, 
Clyde cruise with the stars, 
high fashion ball and a folk 
song prom. : 


New centre opened 


eee 
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‘ANGRY? DOCT ORS 


WORRY 
All 


PASTIC teenager Ali 

Muhamed Sulainan flew 
all the way from Iraq to 
London alone—and ’ started 
a bit of a mystery when he 
got here. 

Ali flew in to Heathrow and 
threw British Overseas Air- 
ways into quite a_ tizzy. 
Because Ali could not speak 
a word of English. 

There was no-one at the airport 
to meet him. 

And they had absolutely no 
idea why he was there any- 
way. 

What to do? As many have 
done before, they turned to 
The Spastics Society for 
help. The Society took. Ali 
to their Fitzroy Square 
Centre—and sent for an 
Iraqi Embassy official. 

Then the mystery was cleared 
up. Ali was here for a 
medical appointment. “And 
because he had heard that 
our doctors get very angry 
if people are late for appoint- 
ments he had decided to 
get here three days early, 
just to be on the safe side,” 
said a spokesman for the 
Society. 


aT 


Doubleevent 


Double event in Bath which 
studied the convenience of 
those who want to help spastics 
paid off to the tune of £36 
10s. 

So that the times would be 
convenient for as many people 
as possible, Mrs. E, M. Redwood 
held a coffee evening and a 
coffee morning on consecutive 
days — and a bring and buy 
sale on each occasion — at her 
home, 3, Richmond Hill, 
Lansdown. 

Over 100 people turned up 
and profit of £36 10s. was 
made, with the possibility of 
further contributions to 
come. 


on Isle of Wight 


Isle of Wight Spasties who wish to can now occupy themselves 
with industrial and craft work. This follows the opening of The 
Medina Training Centre in Neweors by the Marquess of Milford 


Haven. 
In a co-operative effort, the 
Spastics Society has con- 


tributed £15,000 and the Isle of 
Wight Spastics Society £5,000 
to the development — totalling 
about half the development 
cost. 

The training centre will be 
financed and administered by 
the Isle county council, but 
close links will be maintained 
by the local and national spas- 
tics societies. 

At the. official opening, 
Lord Milford Haven and local 
authority representatives  re- 
ferred to the support of these 
bodies and to that of other 
voluntary and business associa- 
tions in the area. 

The professional advice of 
the Spastics Society was sought 
in the design and construction 
of the building. 


AMY'S TASK 


Over £85 in pennies and sil- 
ver was pushed over at the 
Railway Inn, Shifnal (Shrop- 
shire), by Miss Ann George 
(Amy Turtle, of ATV’s “ Cross- 
roads” serial). 


Boundary hope 


The Roth’s Amateur Cricket 
Club, which has raised £2,000 
for the Nottingham and Dis- 
trict Friends of Spastics, were 
hoping this year to exceed the 
total of 1,000 guineas collected 
for the fund last year. 


Mr. Len 


Marjoram 


It is with great sorrow that 
the Stamford and District Spas- 
tics Society learned of the 
tragic death of Mr. L. OQ. 
Marjoram in a car accident on 
the night of Thursday, 19th 


September, writes a correspon- 
dent. 


Len Marjoram was a founder 
member of our Society, formed 
in 1952, and for many years 
served as_ treasurer. He 
represented us on the Lin- 
colnshire Central Committee, 
of which he was Vice- 
Chairman. He was, in fact, re- 
turning from a meeting of this 
committee when the accident 
occurred. 


His quiet, cheerful disposi- 
tion endeared him to all who 
worked with him and he will be 
sadly missed, as on all occa- 
sions where the interests of 
spastics were concerned Len 
more than pulled his weight. 
He died serving the society. 


We shall miss his drive and 
example in the future; his 
place will be hard to fill, but 
we are sure he would wish us 


to carry on the good work with 
even greater zeal. We respect- 
fully offer our sincere sym- 


pathy to his family and friends, 
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Dwile-flonking 
(old Suffolk 

custom) was 
hit by floods 


One of the attractions at the 
Ingfield Manor Maxi-Fayre 
was to have been a “Dwile- 
flonking” match—an old 
Suffolk harvest custom which 
involves a lot of beer drink- 
ing. However, one team of 
contestants — the English 
champions from Beccles— 
was cut off by floods, so the 
challengers, Richmond 
Round Table, had to go it 
alone. 

The match ended in a sea of 
mud as torrential rain started 
to pour. 

The rain meant that the Fayre 
- itself had to close down after 
only one hour and visitors 
were discouraged from con- 
tinuing the afternoon indoors 
because of the heavy mud on 
everybody’s shoes. 

However with donations, the 
£1,000 target was reached. 
The money will be used to 
buy a new transit bus for the 
school. 


pa ee ee ees 
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Assessment of the 
Cerebrally Palsied Child 
for Education 


SOCIETY’S NEW BOOK 
Edited by the Director 
James Loring 


Available from the 
Publications Dept.—Price 15/- 


WANTED 


Used Enelish 
Commemorative Postage Stamps 
Price list and full details by 
ceturn from:— 

W. SPARKS, P.j.S., 
28 Greenway Road, 
Taunton. Somerset. 


Above:  Frost- 


bite. White 
raffia - lace, 
crystal embroi- 
dered and 
white mink. 
* 
Right: Nestle 
up. Evening 


dress in hand 
painted 
feathers, 
beige, pale blue 
and orange. 


Single-handed, the editor 


braves a terrifying army 


and invades the world of 


FASHION 


T WAS AWFUL... . I’m still 
not sure how I got there, or 
how I was conned into going at 
all. There I was, one minute, 
quietly warming my Park Cres- 
cent chair and making mildly 
interested noises as someone 
told me how I should not miss 
this fashion thing at the Car- 
ousel in Piccadilly. And the 
next minute, it seemed, I was 
at it — a hulking sore thumb 
of a thorn skulking among 
droves of delighful roses (not 
to fuss overmuch about meta- 
phor). , 

They just sat here in their 
brilliant afternoon finery, hun- 
dreds of them — a helmet- 
hatted, mini-skirted, eye- 
shadowed army of gorgeous, 
terrifying females, 


Awful... 


And there sat I. In my 
second best Burton’s off-the-peg 
reach-me-downs. Straight from 
the office with ink-stained 
thumbs. My brave, pre-frozen 

_smile melting slowly at the 
edges in the torrid atmosphere. 
I squirmed, agonised. 

THEY’RE ALL LOOKING 
AT ME...EVERY LAST ONE 
OF THEM ...AND SAYING 
THINGS ABOUT ME. 


I couldn’t quite catch what. 
But it must be things like: 
“Whoever that may be, darling, 
don’t touch — he looks as if he 
might GO OFF at any 
moment.” 

As I said...it was awful. 
Until I realised that Clive, the 
brilliant young fashion desig- 

- ner, was standing more or less 
behind me, the apple and ob- 
ject of every eye, about whom 
THEY were obviously saying 
adoring things like: “Isn’t he 
clever! And so charming!” 

It wasn’t me, after all. 

And I relaxed at last. And 
enjoyed for the first time in 
my life a fabulous parade of 


haute couture — the Clive Col- 


Eighteen - year - old Margaret 
Yardy, chosen to represent the 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastics 
Associatior at functions in the 


coming year. 


lection, shown in aid of the 
Spastics Society. 

Hilary Van Geest arranged 
it, with help from some friends. 
There was wonderful  co- 
operation from the manage- 
ment of the Carousel Restau- 
rant; the model girls worked 
for a reduced fee and the event 
raised about £240. 

And the clothes? They were 
superb, of course, but don’t ex- 
pect ME to go into too much 
detail. 

From  1,375-guinea_ ranch 
mink coats through hush-priced 
couture to the 45-guinea ready- 


and 


ND THEN, of course, there 

was the evening, a few 
days later, when they sent 
for me to judge a beauty 
competition. 

Now, I have always flattered 
myself that I have an eye 
for a pretty face and what 
goes with it, but I have never 
actually had umpteen of 
them paraded up and down 
in front of me by charitable 
people who actually want me 
to look. 

Object of the exercise, on this 
occasion, was to pick Miss 
NaNSA 1968 for the Norfolk 
and Norwich Spastics. Asso- 
ciation. To help me (as if I 
needed help!) there were 
local journalists Mr. Ken 
Holmes and Miss Kathleen 
Burke, NaNSA_ chairman 
Mr. Harry Boreham, secre- 
tary Mr. George Howard and 
Mrs. Jean Bricklebank. 

We acquitted ourselves weli— 
see the accompanying picture 


to-wear collection, from hand- 
painted chicken feathers to 
beautiful French brocade, from 
a creation rightly called Per- 
missive Society to a stunningly 
lovely white embroidered raffia 
lace thing named Frost-Bite, it 
was just a case of “I know what 
I like.” 


And I liked it all. Because, 
you see, I know nothing about 
fashion. Or, rather, knew noth- 
ing about it. Now, at least, I 
do understand what my poor 
long-suffering wife means 
when she tells me that she has 
nothing to wear but rags... 


beauty 


for confirmation. For lovely 
18-year-old Margaret Yardy 
there was a small cheque 
and a really big job. 


During the coming year she 
will have to give up a con- 
siderable amount of her 
spare time to represent 
NaNSA, kicking-off at foot- 
ball matches and_ taking 
collections from spectators, 
attending evening functions, 
knocking over penny piles. 


thousand people visited 
estas Training Centre, 
Old Welwyn, during the 
second open day which was 
held recently. 

Visitors had an opportunity to 
see the newly-built exten- 
sions which give 1,000 square 
feet of extra space in the 
workshop. This means that 
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Outlet for Joe Loss 


stamps 


A new outlet for used post- 
age stamps has been drawn to 
the editor’s attention. 

Mr. R. W. G. Brown, of 96 
Victoria Avenue, Swanage, 
Dorset, has written to the West 
Regional Officer to say: “I 
shall be happy to purchase used 
postage stamps from you, pref- 
erably Great Britain, by the 
sack. I am prepared to pay at 
least 25 per cent more than 
dealers.” 

Anyone wishing to take up 
this offer should contact Mr. 
Brown direct. 


Well on the way 


A TOTAL OF £12,000 has 
been collected towards the 
£40,000 needed for the Bucks. 
Berks., and Oxon short-stay 
home. This was announced at a 
cheese and wine party held in 
Bicester recently. 


praises 
helpers 


OPENING THE annual fete 
of the Watford Spastics Society, 
bandleader Joe Loss praised 
the spirit of all those who had 
helped organise the event. 

“Without such active partici- 
pation, nothing would get 
done.” he said. 

Examples of work done at the 
Watford Spastic Centre were 
on sale at the fete and there 
was also a stall for Spastics 
Christmas cards. 

Other sideshows included a 
miniature railway, a children’s 
roundabout, hoop-la, putting, 
darts, a treasure hunt and a 
jumble sale. The Boston Braves 
Steel Band from Slough pro- 
vided background music for 
about half their usual fee. 

The total proceeds showed a 
net profit of £275. In addition 
to this, the organisers received 
£100 in cheques and gifts, and 
£100 collected at whist drives. 


Now Scunthorpe 
presents the 
sponsored swim 


Sponsored walks are old hat, according to enterprising 
members of St. Bede’s Youth and Swimming Clubs at 


Scunthorpe. 


12-hour SWIM and are all 
set to hold the marathon in 
Scunthorpe’s swimming 
bath some time in May. 


The plans for the swim — 
from 6 p.m. on Saturday until 
6 a.m. Sunday were announced 
by the chairman of the Scun- 
thorpe and District Spastics 
Society, Mr. A. E. White. 


St. Bede’s were the club who 
sent five members to swim the 
Channel two years ago. They 
made it. Now the local Baths 
Committee have been ap- 


proached for permission to use 


To raise money for their local spastics 
‘centre, they have caught on to the idea of a sponsored 


Another 
satisfied 


customer 


Smiths Industries Ltd. 
are so Satisfied with the 
packing of their products by 
employees at the Paddington 
Work Centre that they have 
renewed their contract to 
run indefinitely. 

Oil pressure switches for 
cars are placed in plastic 
blisters, six to a card. The 
cards are then wrapped in 
transit covers, labelled and 
sealed with an adhesive 
strip. 

Some 18,000 switches 
have already been packaged, 
at the rate of 1,000 per week. 

The 25 workers at the 
centre are also busy packing 
up candles by a_ similar 
method for Christmas de- 
corations. 


1,000 at Sherrard’s open day 


the machine shop can now 
be kept separate from the 
assembly section. 

The 70 trainees demonstrated 
the wide variety of processes 
which are carried out at the 


centre. Over 50 companies — 


supply Sherrards with sub- 
contract work and products 
range from clocks and radie 


their pool for the new venture 
when it re-opens. 


The participants will swim in 
teams of four, using all five 
lanes of the baths, and they 
hope to be sponsored on the 
basis of so much per length. 


All other clubs belonging to 
the Scunthorpe Swimming As- 
sociation have agreed to take 
part. 


Footnote: A world record of 
474 miles in 24 hours was 
achieved during a sponsored 
swim at Hinksey Baths, Oxford, 
by eight men from the water 
polo section of the Oxford City 
Swimming Club. Each of them 
was in the water for 12 sessions 
of fifteen minutes. They raised. 
over £100 from sponsors, div- 
ided between the swimming 
club and the Oxfordshire Spas- 
tics Welfare Society. 


N. Hampshire 
appeal tops 
£10,000 


Lord Ashburton handed a 
cheque for £10,000 to Mr. 
Derek Lancaster Gaye, the 
Spastics Society’s Assistant 
Director, Services, at a meeting 
in Winchester. 

This sum represented the 
proceeds of the North Hamp- 
shire Appeal at that time. 
Eventually it was hoped te 
collect £36,000 for a work 
centre in Basingstoke. 

Cove Krakatoa Club recently 
contributed £60 towards the 
appeal after members had 
covered a total of 300 miles 
during a sponsored walk. 


kits to the famous Romany 
Caravan. . 

During their stay at the ee 
which averages about 
months, the trainees ro 
taught how to become as 
independent as possible and 
in the special domestic block 
they learn to cook, clean and 
generally run a home. 
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Joy heads top ten tuterm 


EVERYTHING 


Young peoplx continue to play 


for 


RPP 


RISTOL’S current top of the 
pops is pretty 19-year-old 
Joy Bennett who works in 
Regional Pool Promotion’s gift 
department. For Joy was re- 
cently elected Miss Top Ten, 
leader of a team of 10 R.P.P’s 
most attractive young em- 
ployees who have been formed 
into a “charm corps.” 

Throughout the coming year 
Joy (and sometimes the other 
girls as well) will represent 
R.P.P. at various social and 
charity functions. And one of 
her first assignments was to 
take part in the press confer- 
ence to launch the Society’s 
Christmas Stamps campaign. 

Joy was chosen as Miss Top 
Ten at a supper dance given by 
R.P.P. for a - representative 
cross-section of head office staff 
and supervisors and collectors 
of the “Spastics” pool, at the 
Grand Spa Hotel, Clifton. 

Judges for the competition 
were character actor John 
Garrie, actress Mollie Peters 
(one of the famous James Bond 
girls), Pontin’s Holiday Camps 
publicity director, Mike Austin, 
the secretary of the Stars Or- 
ganisation for Spastics, Sheila 
Rawstorne and Frank Murray 
Milne, managing director of the 
Society’s public relations con- 
sultants. 

John Garrie was currently 
filming in “Dr. Finlay’s Case- 
book” and Mollie Peters came 
direct from the Cork Film Fes- 
tival. Both are S.O.S. members. 

A special guest at the dance 
was spastic Ena Horne, a sec- 
retary with the Bath and Wes- 
sex Hospital Group. Ena was 
dumbfounded when it was an- 
nounced that the proceeds of 


And just how did 1,001 


sticks of rock come to 


be in a Glasgow pub...? 


GLASGOW’S LORD Provost, 
Mr. John Johnston, was presen- 
ted with an unusual collection 
when he visited the Pipinn Bar 
in Parkhead — 998 sticks of 
rock. 

And he brought along three 


The Lord and Lady Provost with 
the giant stick of Blackpool rock. 
(Photo by courtesy of 

Glasgow ‘Evening Times”). 


Alan Taylor makes a meal of kiss- 
ing the hand of Miss Top Ten 
winner, Joy Bennett. Behind 
them is Alan’s hostess on the pro- 
gramme, Nicola. Second right is 
actress Mollie Peters. 


a tombola and other events dur- 
ing the evening, plus cash 
accumulated through raffles 
and collections by R.P.P’s head 
office staff, would be given to 
help her buy a new car. And 
the total—£235. Ena went home 
very, very happy. 

For the guest stars who pre- 
sented the two top prizes in 
the charm girl contest it meant 
a mad dash from Taunton 
where Alan Taylor and Nicola 
had been filming for Harlech 
T.V.’s popular programme “Mr. 
and Mrs.” The presentation was 
due to take place at midnight 
— and they just made it. 

It was nearly an hour later 
before nearly 300 happy revel- 
lers proclaimed it a “first rate 
night out” and went home to 
bed... 


sticks of Glasgow rock to add 
to the collection which has been 
given to spastic children. 


Mr. Alf Daniel, manager of 
the Pipinn, told the Lord Proyv- 
ost: “The collection started 
when one of our customers 
brought in a stick of rock. Then 
we got the idea that all our 
customers should bring a stick 
of rock back from their holiday 
and they would all go to spas- 
tic children, 

“We now have rock from 
England, Wales, Ireland, 
Europe, America and Canada, 
and they come in all shapes and 
sizes — false teeth, fruit lolli- 
pops and baby dolls. 

“Not long after we had 
started I received a letter from 
the Lord Mayor of Blackpool, 
Alderman Mrs. Robinson. She 
said that a parcel was on its 
way to the pub. It was a 5 ft. 
stick of rock weighing 22 lb.” 

After the presentation the 
Lord Provost said that he was 
very happy to attend and 
thanked Mr. Daniel and his cus- 
tomers for the way they had 
helped many charities in the 
past. 

“Tt is good to see so many 
people who are considerate 
enough to buy a stick of rock 
for these children,” he said. “I 
feel sure they will appreciate 
it,”’ 

While he was at the Pipinn, 
the Lord Provost smashed a 
bottle of money donated by the 
customers. 


£3,000 


games room 


cift from Friends 


of Ponds 


A 


£3,000 GAMES room—a gift from the Friends of 
Ponds—was handed over to the Society at a cere- 


mony at which over 150 members and guests were 


present. 

The games room, designed 
by Mr. Stephen Thorpe and 
built by Charles Meakin’s, has 
an unobstructed floor area of 
about 1,250 square feet, mak- 
ing wheelchair sports indoors 
a practicable possibility. 

The chairman of the Friends, 
Mr. John Mance, said at the 
ceremony that the facilities 
were a long overdue necessity 
and he commended the hard 
work put in by members to 
raise the required cash. He 
then handed over the keys of 
the games room to. the 
Society’s Head of Centres, Mr. 
S. T. Allman. 


Really works 

After referring to the gen- 
uinely democratic way in 
which Ponds itself was run, 
and citing the use of the term 
“family” for those who lived 
there, Mr. Allman spoke of the 
uniquely varied structure of 
the voluntary support which 
was given to the home, and 
which, he said, despite its 
“paper” appearance of clash- 
ing interests, really did work 
in practice. 

In view of the overall finan- 
cial picture, developments 
such as the games room were 
in future very unlikely pro- 
jects for centres unless they 
continued to receive the sup- 
port of organisations like the 
Friends of Ponds, said Mr. 
Allman. He thanked everyone 
concerned in the provision of 
the new facilities and urged 
them to keep up their good 
work. : 

The ceremony was followed 
by a delightful half-hour of 
excerpts from Dylan Thomas’s 
“Under Milk Wood” spoken by 
some of the residents and there 
was also a buffet dance. 


e e 
Kind Susie 
More than £3,000 has been 

given to the Swansea and Dis- 
trict Spastics Association in re- 
cent years by the Sister Susie 
Club. 

The club, one of Swansea’s 
best-known voluntary organisa- 
tions, have now added to this 
total with a further cheque for 
£250. They have also bought 
valuable equipment for the 
group’s centre at West 
Cross. 

“ They have given us wonder- 
ful support,” says the secretary 
of the group, Mr. Bill 
Paton. 


CHAMPIONS’ CHOICE 


The Scottish town council 
of Kilsyth wanted to honour 
Bill and Bobbie Irvine, the 
world champion ballroom 
dancers by giving them an 
illuminated scroll—Bill is a 
Kilsyth man. 

But the couple have de- 
cided that, instead of the 
scroll, a sum of £25 should 
be donated to the local 
spastics fund. 


New officer 


Mr. J. S. Wallace, formerly 
in speciality selling with the 
International Publishing Cor- 
poration, has been appointed 
Boxes and Beacons Officer of 
The Spastics Society. Mr. Wal- 
lace, who is 29, lives at Bexley. 


After the dance 


Pony rides, badminton and 
other events were arranged for 
14 spastic children by Little- 
over (Derbyshire) Over 
Eighteens Group at the local 
secondary modern school. The 
children, drawn from a wide 
area, were also given tea. The 
event was paid for out of the 
proceeds of a dance. 


an active part in money- 
raising for the Spastics 
Society ... and some of them 
know how to pick the right 
place. 

Like 10-year-old Ruth Kleinman 
and Lesley Newport, and 
Susan Kleinman, aged six, 
and seven-year-old Carolyn 
Newport, who set up their 
jumble stall outside a super- 
market—and then went look- 
ing for odd jobs for a week to 
raise £1-5-6. 

And 13-year-old Kevin Hunt 
and some of his friends held 
a sale outside his father’s 
house in Hove—for the sec- 
ond time—and _ collected 
£7 16s. The same thing in 
Wyke (Yorks), where Chris- 
tine and Gail Scatchard, 
Karen Davies and Christine 
Proctor made £3 6s. from a 
similar effort. 


Mini-fete 

Six youngsters, average age 13, 
set up shop in Stamford; 
their jumble sale and raffle 
raised £5 16s. 4d. They were 
Susan Boydon, Susan James, 
David and John Jones, 
Sandra and Wendy Corby, 
and Christine Kiely. 

With a miniature fete, Rose- 
mary Reed, Elaine West and 
Wendy and Peter Downing 
made £1 2s. 6d.; six children 
from Colinton Mains, Edin- 
burgh — Stephen O’Sullivan 
(11), Laurence Daley (11), 
Barbara McAnna (12), Nor- 
man Milne (seven) and 
Stewart and Gordon Mc- 
Anna, both six—took £3 5s. 
at a jumble sale; Susan Lang- 
wood (12) and Michael (43), 
Ann (11), Helen (10), and 
Sheila (eight) Nolan spent 
a week making handicraft 
articles and collecting jumble 
in Dalton (Yorks), and were 
rewarded with £4 15s. 9d. 
for the Society. 

Karen Hepple and her friends 
in Penshaw, Sunderland, 
raised 10s. at their little 
jumble sale. 


Time to 


Representatives from many 
organisations gathered to 
say farewell to Mr. R. C. 
Lemarie, of Bushey, 
Herts., the former North- 
ern Home Counties Re- 
gional Officer, when he left 
the area to take up a new 
appointment in the South- 
East Region. 

Mr. Lemarie—a founder 
member of the Hertford- 
shire Spastics Society, and 
one-time member of the 
Society’s Projects Com- 
mittee, was instrumental 


listened 
— and 
learned 


For three years Lucinda 
Stockley, now aged 10, of Stour- 
bridge, has been sending money 
to help spastic children in the 
St. Austell (Cornwall) area. 

Why is a gir] living in Stour- 
bridge helping handicapped 
children in Cornwall? 

The link is Mr. Philip Varcoe, 
chairman of the Cornish Spas- 
tics Society which was born in 
St. Austell. It was Mr, Varcoe 
who gave the cottage at Par 
which was converted by the 
Spastics Society into two holi- 
day flats for spastics. 


Overheard 


Mr. and Mrs. Varcoe had also 
given a cottage at Pentewan, 
near St. Austell, to a trust to 
provide cheap holidays for 
clergy and their families, in 
memory of Mrs. Varcoe’s 
clergyman father. 

Every year, the Rev. Roland 
Stockley and his family of Ped- 
more, Stourbridge, spend their 
holidays at the Clergy Cottage, 
and one day Mr. Varcoe was 
telling Mr. Stockley of the 
work being done in the area for 
spastics. 

Lucinda, then aged seven, 
overheard the conversation and 
was moved to want to support 
the work being done in Corn- 
wall and as a thank-offering 
for her family being able to 
enjoy holidays in Cornwall. 

So Lucinda collects a fixed 
weekly sum from each member 
of the family and from her 
Nanny, and, from time to time, 
sends what she has collected 
to Mr. Varcoe. 


remember 


in forming a number of 
groups in Hertfordshire 
and was concerned in the 
setting up of Sherrards 
Training Centre. Later, as 
Regional Officer, he 
helped to set up the Wat- 
ford Group’s _ treatment 
centre. 


In the picture Mr. Lemarie 
is receiving a watch 
from Mrs. Vera Tutty, 
treasurer of the Slough 
society in recognition of 
his work for spastics in 
the region. 
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Back to SQuare From Bil 


URING MY 16 years asso- 
ciation with The Spastics 
Society, I have occasionally 
tried to look back to its earliest 
days when our spastic children 
had little or no future, to the 
occasion when parents them- 
Selves banded together in order 
to get somethng done. 

Because of the tremendous 
growth of The Spastics Society 
since those days, it has been 
increasingly difficult for me to 
place myself in the position of 
16 years ago. It was not until I 
visited Canada a few weeks ago 
at the request.of the Newfound- 
land Cerebral Palsy Associa- 
tion, that I realised fully just 
what our Society had achieved 
in the 16 short years of its 
life. 

Newfoundland is’ without 
doubt in the same position as 
was Great Britain 16 years ago. 


Five Groups 


The picture at present is that 
very, very few spastic children 
ever receive any education, 
simply because there is not a 
single special school within the 
entire province of Newfound- 
land. The reason is not difficult 
to find. 

The educational system there 
is divided into five separate 
religious groups. Each of these 
religious groups is responsible 
for the education of its own 
children, and only those very 
lightly handicapped _ spastic 
children who could attend a 
normal school ever receive any 
education. I quickly saw that 
the reason for my visit was 
only too clear—I had to try to 
help parents really to get pub- 
lic opinion on their side, either 
in order that money could be 
collected to provide a special 
school, or the Education 
and Government authorities 
could be persuaded to build 
one 


A Few Words 


There is one children’s reha- 
bilitation centre in St. John’s. 
There, the criterion for entry is 
a purely medical one. While 
children are receiving remedial 
medicine at this Centre, they 
do in fact, receive some educa- 
tion too, but I met several 
adult spastic people who, 
although in their twenties, had 
only just about learned their 
alphabet and to read a few 
words, 

This education they received 
during their short stay at the 
children’s rehabilitation centre. 
As soon as their medical treat- 
ment was finished, their educa- 
tion stopped. And so it is that 
the parents themselves feel 


ing for employment. A “ew 
weeks prior to my visit, the 
North West Rotary Club of 
Newfoundland provided a very 
small assessment unit where 
young adults could go for work 
assessment. The work involved 
the sorting and renovating. of 
second-hand clothing, and I saw 
that this did give a clear indi- 
cation of a person’s work abil- 
ity. 


Distressing 


However, Government train- 
ing of the handicapped cannot 
take place unless and until the 
trainee has achieved a certain 
standard of education, and so 
four out of six of those ad- 
mitted to the unit are dis- 
charged after a few weeks. 
Most of them are found suit- 


_ able for work after training, 


but they then have to be sent 
home because educationally, 
they cannot be accepted at the 
training centre. In Britain 
many of. these people would 
either be in full time open 
employment or in full time 
work in a _ sheltered work- 
shop.~ 


It was distressing to me to 
describe to parents and others 
the comprehensive services pro- 
vided by The Spastics Society, 
when I knew that many years 
will have to pass before any- 
thing like such provision will 
be available in Newfoundland, 
and from what I gather, in 
other provinces within Canada 
also. It certainly made me real- 
ise how fortunate was the lot of 
the cerebral palsied child in 
this country. 


Bear Country 


I had been invited to New- 
foundland »y the Cerebral Palsy 
Parents’ Association involving 
Prince Edward Island, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Newfoundland. After the long 
flight from Heathrow, I was 
met at Gander by the confer- 
ence chairman, Mr. Bill Crosbie 
and his daughters, and taken a 
journey of some 250 miles by 
car along a splendid highway 
which ran through a beautiful 
landscape of moose and black 
bear country. 


At the Crosbie’s country 
home, I had supper with the 
Minister of Education and the 
president and executive of the 
Cerebral Palsy Parents’ Asso- 
ciation. 


The next morning I was taken 
to visit their children’s reha- 
bilitation centre where I met 
the staff and had lunch with 


one: the scene, 
Newfoundland 


— but it is the only rehabilita- 
tion centre in Newfoundland. 


During that day I had a press 
conference and a taped radio 
interview, met the co-ordinator 
of the rehabilitation services 
and spoke to some 25 handi- 
capped adults about ’62 Clubs. 


On the Tuesday, I speat 
about an hour with each of 
three families at Bay Roberts 
and a further three at Car- 
bonear and was glad to have 
been of some help. I also spoke 
to a doctors’ group. 


The following morning I had 
a fruitful conversation with the 
official responsible for man- 
power, and he took me to visit 
their sheltered workshop, or 
rather assessment unit, where I 
was able to talk with the man- 
ager and several of the young 
people working there. 

During the afternoon, I met 
the Deputy Minister for Educa- 
tion, the chairman of the T.B. 
Association, and Mrs. Vera Per- 
lin, the founder of Newfound- 
land Society for Mentally Re- 
tarded. 

Thursday morning was ex- 
tremely busy. At 9 a.m. Mrs. 
Crosbie collected me in the car 
and took me to the National 
Broadcasting Station where I 
taped a 20-minute television in- 
terview as visitor of the day. 
After a quick coffee, I was 
taken to the equivalent of our 
ITV studio for another televi- 


aa 


Hargreaves, 
the Clubs 


officer 


sion interview and some news 
spot broadcasts. 

With my television make-up 
still on, I was rushed to the 
local Rotary Club where my 20 
minute speech was recorded 
and re-broadcast that night. I 
heard this broadcast on the car 
radio between engagements! 
And during the evening I met 
the directors and executive 
manager of their sheltered 
workshop. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
were taken up at the Atlantic 
Conferences involving all the 
Atlantic Provinces, where I 
spoke about the adult spastic, 
and at the dinner on the Satur- 
day evening I spoke about the 
history of the Spastics Society. 


quote: 


NE of my main worries was 
that, without doubt, it is 
going to be very many years 
before the spastic children in 
Newfoundland will have any- 
thing near the sort of pro- 
vision made for them as is 
made by The Spastics Society 
and the local authorities in 
this country. 

Back to square one? I believe 
if we had to go back as far 
as that, we, too, would be 
needing all the help that any- 
one could possibly give. I 
only hope that my short visit 
will have helped in some 
small measure, 


EB EERE 


Everyone’s entitled to the key of 
the door on their 21st birthday. 
But Lorraine Hollis, a spastic, of 
Jubilee Road, Sheffield, received 
23 keys, along with 73 cards and 
a pile of gifts and flowers. May 
many doors open for her in future. 
Photo by courtesy of 

“The Star,”’ Sheffield) . 


SAILING DOWN 
THE RIVER 


THIRTY-FIVE Stoke-on-Trent 
spastics recently went on their 
fourth annual trip down the 
Trent and Mersey Canal. 

Members of Stoke-on-Trent 
Boat Club provided the boats 
and afterwards treated the 
spastics to a party in the club- 
room. 
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Bed from 


the bar 


A brand-new bed, physioth- 
erapy treatment mattress and 
an arm and leg exerciser have 
been given to the Bedford 
House Spastics Centre in Bux- 
ton by customers of the Spa 
Bar in Buxton’s’ Market 
Place. 


The gifts were bought with 
money raised at a series of 
“charity nights” in the bar 


‘and presented to Mr. D. H. 


Simpson, Warden of the Cen- 
tre, by Mr. David Armstrong. 


SS eee 


OSSWORD No. 2. 
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In this new monthly competition, you 
choose whether to go for the harder “cryptic” 
square for a guinea, or the easy puzzle for 
10s.6d. Prizes in each case go to the senders 
of the first correct solutions opened. And there 
is a bonus — if you are a spastic, a further 
10s. 6d. will be added to your prize, regardless 
of which clues you have answered. 


Send coupon to: Editor, “Spastics News,” 
12 Park Crescent, London, W.1, to arrive not 
later than first post on the 15th of this month. 
Solutions and prizewinners next month. 


ADDRESS = stsesietemscaretaresnpicemeanes 


5 ‘s SFSSSHTTHHSSHSSSSSOSSSOSSeSSSSER9 
that only 10 per cent of spastic the board of directors. At this 
children in their country are splendid centre a Paar , 
receiving any education at done for the medical rehabilita- i 
all. : tion of the spastic child and 25 SP. 4 STIC ? YES / NO : 

Certainly, there is no train- _ other handicapped children too : | : 


This month’s 


Across: 1 Ceramics is his 
field. 4 Rot? Yes, but it goes 
down well. 7 Play in a mixed 
side with little Penny. 9 Tide. 
10 Distribute in Kent. 11 
Strange language of a trog. 13 
Can Ted pour the wine? 14 
Wanderer. 15 Mothers lose 
their heads for them. 17 Old 
one often has a tie. 19 Young 
ones. 20 Air. 22 How oddly the 
skua flies! 23 Should it not be 
“Ugh, la, la”? That’s funny. 
24 Always being plugged. 25 


clues 


Samples. 


Down: 1 Smoothed. 2 Jour- 
ney in the fall? 3 With refer- 
ence to wine. 4 Otherwise a 
hill. 5 Hurried from a rasp 
edge. 6 Player changes ends for 
another game. 7 Where to 
enjoy the hops? 8 Gauge dome 
for an agitator. 11 Cross, like 
that Maltese chap? 12 Stay in 
it and be “with it”. 15 Are they 
kissed in the pasture? 16 
Toughs get ruffled when they’re 
hunted. 17 Narrow passage of 
water. 18 They’ve gone, so less 


a ee a 


upset, please. 21 A lecture. 22 
You get them from local 
establishments. 


EASY 

Across: 1 Neckband. 4 Row. 
7 Refreshing drink. 9 Fur. 10 
Way out. 11 Put off. 13 Earlier. 
14 Shortage. 15 Next to. 17 
Dresses. 19 Fruits. 20 Over- 
whelming victory. 22 Actual. 23 
Ready wrapped. 24 Three times. 
25 Evaded. 

Down: 


1 Sins, 2 Bird. 3 


abd BaP how 
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Last month’s winners 


Many entrants had all-correct 
solutions to puzzle No. 1. First 
opened were Mr. A, L. Stringer, 
of 8 Southspring, Sidcup, who 
receives one guinea for the 
cryptic square, and Mrs. H. 


Warden. 4 Lurched. 5 Fabri- 
cated. 6 Drawing. 7 Tasty dish 
(two words). 8 Drew out. 11 
Acts. 12 Brings up. 15 By-pass 
town. 16 Pass. 17 Stockaded. 
18 Given flavour. 21 Journey. 
22 Tear. 


here | 


Peachey, of 34 Hilltop Road, 
Frindsbury, Rochester, who re- 
ceives 10s. 6d. Neither winner 
is a spastic—but there were 
all-correct entries from a num- 
ber who are. 
SOLUTION 

CRYPTIC. Across: 5 Drips. 
8 Oblation. 9 Spark. 10 Ensur- 
ing. 11 Rival. 14 Are. 16 
-Camper. 17 Litter. 18 Key. 20 
Fairy. 24 Battling. 25 Girls. 26 
Stampede. 27 Peers. Down: 1 
Power. 2 Blast. 3 Stirs. 4 
Joiner. 6 Repaints, 7 Pervaded. 


oh ADA desl 
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12 Parasite. 13 Sparkler. 14 Ark. 
15 Ely. 19 Exacts. 21 Stamp. 
22 Rider. 23 Agree. 

EASY. Across: 5 Aside. 8 
Computer. 9 Stump. 10 Rel- 
ished. 11 Tread. 14 Use. 16 De- 


camp. 17 Viable. 18 See. 20 — 


Firms. 24 Defender. 25 Ebony. 
26 Ignorant. 27 Re-run. Down: 


1 Scare. 2 Imply. 3 Purse. 4 


Sevens. 6 Saturday. 7 Damn- 
able. 12 Reliable. 13 Kat 
mandu. 14 Ups. 15 Eve. 19 
Energy. 21 Below. 22 Edgar. 23 
Crate. 
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You 
people, 

let us 

breathe 


ALKING in the garden 
early one spring, | noticed 

the first spike of a daffodil 
poking up through some dead 


good 


leaves. | shuffled the leaves 
about with my _ stick and 
presently uncovered _ half-a- 


dozen or so. 

This seems to be a good illustra- 
tion of the attitude of some 
towards the _ handicapped 
persons in their care. In some 
cases, it is probably the feel- 
ing that they can do things 
more quickly and efficiently 
themselves, but it may also be 
the desire to protect the han- 
dicapped person from every 
difficulty. 


GREAT FUN 


This is really mistaken kindness. 
Although at first sight it may 
seem pleasant to have nothing 
to to all day but enjoy one’s 
self, it soon becomes boring. If 
one is waited on hand and foot 
it is easy to get the idea that 
one cannot do things, but a 
little resolution will soon over- 
come this, at least for those 
who are able to move at all. 

Rising a little earlier than usual 
in the morning will enable one 
to be at least partly dressed 
by the time one’s helper comes 
(always supposing that one 
needs a helper!). The pleasure 
of giving surprise more 
than. compensates for the 
effort, and the effort itself 
diminishes with practice. 

{t is obvious to start with the 
most personal things, but this 
can soon develop into a wider 
sphere. When you go on holi- 
day, try packing your own bag. 
It’s great fun. Look round 
the house to see how you can 
help. Even if you are chair- 
bound, you can do more than 
you might think, 


STAND ASIDE 


In the natural course of events, 
the time comes to all of us 
when we must fend for our- 
selves, SO we may as well start 
preparing for it. 

{n all this there are lessons both 
for the handicapped and their 
helpers. The former can de- 
velop initiative and physical 
powers by thinking out ways of 
helping and putting them into 
practice. Helpers can do their 


part by being ready to stand’ 


aside and let the handicapped 
help themselves—and others— 
even if they sometimes make 
mistakes or have minor acci- 
dents. 

{n a few words, remember the 
bulbs and let us breathe. Life 
will be better and happier for 
all concerned. 


Muriel Dell 


International footballer Geoff 

Hurst shoulder-charges a massive 

pile of pennies at the Hope public 

house in Barking. The score was 
£58. 

(Photo by courtesy of 

“Redbridge Recorder’). 


For Greystones 


In memory of the late Mrs. 
D. J. Jones of Wrexham, the 
sum of £23 has been contri- 
buted to the Greystones Spastic 
Project by a number of donors. 


FANTASTIC 


(he murmured) 


AND YET SO. 


DELIGHTFUL 


WHEN HE LEFT Lyming- 

ton 

- to make his permanent 
home in London, it was 

necessary to shift four 

thousand books, three 

thousand bottles of wine 

and the contents of a 20- 

room house before the 


move was complete. 

“Life here has been perfectly 
hectic for the past two 
months,” he told me a few 
weeks earlier. “This is no small 
task.” 

And as well as the physical 
difficulties, one imagines that 
there must have been emotion- 
al moments, too, for it- was at 
Grove Place that he gathered 
about him many of his private 
treasures — books, mostly, and 
Napoleonic military ceramics— 
and from Grove Place that he 
sent out the fruits of his own 


in mid-October 


Interesting people 


Dennis Wheatley 


unique talent to an ever-eager, 
never-failing, mighty army of 
consumers, 

And it was at Grove Place 
that I first met him, an affable 
70-year-old with a disarming 
candour about his own short- 
comings as a writer. 


“IT have no sense of gram- 
mar,” he told me — rather 
proudly, I thought. “I couldn’t 
tell you the difference between 
an adjective and an adverb if 
you laid a fiver down in front 
of me. My punctuation is all 
my own, and I have never 
known what syntax means.” 

His publishers, Hutchinson’s, 


put things to rights, of course 
gladly. Because Dennis 
Wheatley is a_ valuable 
property. 


He wrote his first novel, 
“The Forbidden Territory,” at 
the age of 35, and he has never 
looked back. That first book 
was a best seller; and so has 


been every one of the 55 he has 


written since. Every single one 
of them is still in print, in 
paperback and hardback. 

His sales are phenomenal, 
about a million and a _ half 
copies a year. One paperback, 
a couple of years ago, sold 


GOD 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


AND THE SOCIETY 


HOPE you will allow me 

to reply to Mr. Speed’s letter 
in the October issue of “Spas- 
tics News”. 

By all means let The Spastics 
Society work for all types of 
spastics — indeed since it is 
such a go-ahead society, I could 
wish it were the only one for 
all types of physical handicaps. 
All I ask is that the Director 
should not stress mental handi- 
caps, but that spastics are like 
the rest of normal society with 
bright ones, dull ones, average 
ones, mentally handicapped 
ones, with no particular type 
predominating. 

I wish I could agree with 
Mr. Speed that no stigma is 
attached to a mental handicap. 
(Even in nursing journals the 
faces of mental patients are for 
the most part “blacked out” so 
as not to be recognised). 


Everyone loves Johnnie. . . 


ANY of your readers must 
be familiar with the 
name John Pudney by now. 
Td like to tell you a bit about 
him. Some time ago I wrote 
in our little magazine about 
him, but John is such a fine 
chap, it’s well worth writing 
of about him again. 

He is 62 and has lived in hos- 
pitals\and residential homes 
since the age of four. Despite 
this, he has had a wonderful 
life. He is dictating his life 
story for our magazine, and 
most interesting it is, too. 
always think it a pity that 
he has to tell it so briefly. 
He has told me some very 
comical stories, but has to 
leave some of them out of his 
serial due to lack of space. 
He has been a great Scout 
and has had many adventures 
with them; he went to 
Holland once and to Wood- 
larks 15 times. 

Everyone loves Johnnie. He is 
full of fun and loves to tease 
the girls. He’s full of good 
ideas, too. 


eal 


It is through him that we have 
handles on the outside of our 
doors which enable us to 
close the door when leaving 
a room. 

It seems a pity he could not 
become a teacher, for he has 
marvellous patience, with 
mentally handicapped folk 
especially. He is an athetoid 
but he used to be able to 
look after himself almost 
entirely. He could do all 
sorts of things, including clay 
modelling, 

Soon he hopes to leave here. 
He told me recently he’d love 
to live out in the country 
where he could be taken out 
for long walks, for he loves 
nature. 

So, through “Spastics News”, 
may I say God bless you, 
Johnnie, and may you soon 
be granted the happiness you 
deserve. 


AUDREY JOHNSTON 
“Angers House”, 
2 Church Road, 
Liverpool, 15. 


I would agree that “‘once the 


condition is explained, they 
adopt an entirely different at- 
titude,” but how many people 
either ask for, or want an 
explanation of a handicap? 
“There but for the grace of 
God go I” is mostly said by 
people who have connections 
with the handicapped. 

My own parents: had no 
Spastics Society to look to, 
when they were gone—only a 
great faith that I would be 
“looked after’. Perhaps one 
should have faith in God AND 
The Spastics Society. 


MARGARET MATHER 
21 Mulgrave Road, 
Roe Green, 
Worsley, 
Manchester. 


Putting it 
into practice 


ECENTLY, students and 

staff members of Castle 
Priory went to Wales for a 
week of camping (at Wood- 
land’s Camping Site, Clasbury, 
Haye-on-Wye, Nr. Hereford). 
The purpose of this was for us, 
the students to put into prac- 
tice something of what we had 
learned on our course, also to 
gain experience in how to 
arrange holidays for handi- 
capped children, in an efficient 
and yet very enjoyable way. 

We were very fortunate to be 
joined by 5 children, 2 girls 
and 3 boys (38 children were 
chairbound) from Craig-Y-Pare 
School. 

As could be expected, life at 
camp centred around the child- 
ren with activities such as 
woodcraft, firewood collecting, 
general domestic duties, shop: 
ping, model making, a treasure 
hunt, games, etc. Especially 
appreciated: singing songs 
around the camp fire, 

All of us (now back in 
Wallingford) feel that the 
success was largely due to our 
5 friends from Craig-Y-Parc! 
Thank you Judith Lewis, Linda 


Stevens, Peter Williams, 
Clifford Andrews and John 
Wright. 

B. GEDIN 
Castle Priory College, 
Thames Street, 
Wallingford, 
Berks. 


Thanks — in 


verse form 


HE LEEDS Traction Engine 

Club invited our Group to 
a Rally at Harewood House, 
near Harrogate. 


We took two elderly spastics 
with us and one of them sent 
me the following poem. She is 
Miss E. Lapidge, aged about 
70, spastic and almost blind 
from birth. 


S. JOURDAIN 


11 The Square, 
Airedale, 
Castleford. 


A HAPPY DAY 


My spastic friends and I had a 
day we shall long remember, 
When we went to Harewood 
House on the first day of 
September. 
Everyone was pleasant and 
everyone was pally, 
The event being the Traction 
Engine Rally. 
We had a lovely journey thro’ 
the countryside, 
The sun was shining, making 
us feel glad inside. 
We started with a service to 
remind us it was Sunday, 
To put first things first altho’ 
it was a fun day. 

There was every type of engine 
and car, it really was a sight, 

Of course to all our kiddies it 
was a source of great delight. 

We had a lovely tea which was 
very nice indeed, 

And lots of kindly folk to 
attend to every need. 

So to all of those responsible 
we would like to say 

Thank you very much for a 
very happy day. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


Spastics News, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London, W.1. should be 
as concise as possible to avoid 


undue delay in _ publication. 


Please print name and address 
clearly. Ten shillings and six- 
pence is paid for each pub- 


lished letter from a spastic. 


Those 


These days, as Mr. Harry 
Thacker, Liverpool’s Chief 
Welfare Officer, explained, 
there are many gadgets to help 
the physically disabled to find 
life a lot less troublesome. 


Harry Thacker’s particular 
problem is to find the people 
in the city who would benefit 
from these sort of gadgets, or 
from structural alterations to 
the home, such as a ramp or 
driveway for an invalid car, or 
help in some other way from 
his department which spends 
about £150,000 a year on 
Services to the _ physically 
handicapped. 

There is no shortage of dis- 
abled people. But the city has 
been criticised for its efforts 
in finding them. 

Mr. James Loring, director of 
the Spastics Society, labelled 
Liverpool] and nine other local 
authorities as backward in their 
efforts to register their dis- 
abled people. 

Mr. Thacker confessed to be- 
ing irritated that Liverpool 
should have been picked out for 
special mention. He said: “To 
help anybody you have to find 
them and that’s not half as 
simple as you think.” 

Liverpool’s Welfare Depart- 
ment has built up a register of 
more than 4,000 disabled 
people, people who suffer from 
a range of complaints which 
said Mr. Thacker, almost covers 
the alphabet. He reeled off 
quite a few between amputa- 
tions and multiple sclerosis, 

But he admitted also: “I’ve a 
pretty shrewd idea that there 
are probably about 10,000 


100,000 copies in a week. 

“Fantastic,” he murmurs, 
“and yét so. delightful of 
course.” 

Dennis Wheatley, in smoking 
jacket, bow tie and straight- 
back hair, might have stepped 
straight from the pages fi 
Wodehouse. But in appearance 
only; the analogy ends there. 
For he is an astute business- 
man who has found his market 
and plays it with all the skill 
of a tycoon. 


Accurate 


He works hard, sometimes 
well into the small hours; 
sometimes smoking 80 cigaret- 
tes a day — not only writing 
but, as he puts it, “executing 
the considerable business 
programme inseparable from 
the role of the novelist -vho is 
published in 27 languages.” 

An important part of fis 
working life is spent in re- 
searching the historical back- 


grounds of his novels, a search . 


for accuracy which he pursues 
with all the tenacity of one of 
his own “goodys’ on the trail 
of a “baddy.” 

“I consider it an absolute 
obligation on an author to be 
accurate about dates and 
facts,” he says. And so some- 
times you will notice a hidtus 
in one of his stories, in which a 
character breaks an ankle or 
something of the kind until he 
“catches up with history.” 

Wheatley the writer is world- 
famed. Wheatley the  brick- 
layer, Wheatley the wine- 


physically disabled in the city. 
There may be people who need 
some special equipment or per- 
haps a wall widened to get an 
invalid chair in. But we can’t 
do anything unless we know 
who these people are and 
where they are. 

“And this is a free country. 
No one can be ordered to reg- 
ister with us.” 

His department was linking 
up with Help the Disabled 
Week, a national campaign to 
let the public know about the 
needs of the disabled, with 
what he calls another purge, a 
new attempt to find more of 
the disabled living in the city 
and to encourage them to regis- 


ter. 
350 Case Load 


The department’s search 
started in advance of the 
national campaign. Mr. 
Thacker’s own estimate was 
that there could be as many as 
6,000 who were not on the reg. 
ister, people who _ perhaps 
needed help, but who were un- 
known as far as his department 
was concerned. 

“There is,” he said, “a big 
need throughout the country 
for welfare departments to dis- 
cover the unknown disabled 
cases, to know how they are 
making out in life.” 
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By HAROLD BROU 
of the “Liverpool Daily Pos 
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Wheatley the in- 
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omena. 
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SEEBOHM 
AND THE 


VOLUNTARY 


BODIES 


ii WILL BE quite impossible 

for local authorities to run 
effective services for the 
physically handicapped with- 
out help from voluntary 
bodies. This is one of the 
conclusions drawn by the 
Committee on Local Auth- 
ority and Allied Personal 
Services in the “Seebohm 
Report.” 


The report, published as a 
White Paper (H.M. Station- 
ery Office, 31s.) says that 
national and local voluntary 
bodies “must continue to 
make vital contributions to 
the welfare of the physically 

- handicapped, notably in edu- 
cating the public, in fostering 
links between different pro- 
fessions, in advancing know- 
ledge, in undertaking experi- 
ments and in_ providing 
specialised services on a nat- 
ional scale... There will 
be a continuing need, too, for 
bodies able and willing to 
draw public attention to 
needs which might otherwise 
be neglected.” 


Responsibility 


They also believe that the local 
education authority should 
become responsible for the 
education and training of all 
mentally sub-normal children 
and take over the junior 
training centres—a name 
which, they say, should be 
dropped in favour of some 
variant of “special school.” 


It is now agreed that there are 
no sharp lines between the 
educable and the ineducable, 
and “there are very few 
severely sub-normal children 
living at home or in hostels 
who, after appropriate trial, 
do not respond to training 
facilities that can currently 
be provided,” say the com- 
mittee. 


staff,” said Mr. Thacker. 

Of the unknown disabled 
population, he said: “Some of 
them are perhaps living in 
loneliness and isolation. 

“I dare say a lot of them are 
handicapped people who go out 
to work and probably, in an in- 


quite well. 

“Then there is a group who 
I am quite sure, are being 
sheltered by their parents. 
Parents who say: ‘We’ll look 
after him, do everything for 
him,’ and don’t want to put 
him into the fray of officialdom., 


Could be helped 


“But if we know about all 
these people they could possibly 
be helped even further. It 
would also help us to plan for 
the future. You can’t plan ser- 
vices unless you know what 
exists.” 

Help comes in many forms, 
through gadgets to help the 
handicapped lead an _ easier, 
more independent life, through 
structural alterations to the 
home, through a visit from a 
social worker to discuss ideas 
about life in the home, jobs, 
recreation, as Mr. Thacker puts 
it, “to show them the spectrum 
of life as it can be for them.” 

He talked about members of 
the Liverpool Paraplegic Club 
entering international compe- 
titions for the physically handi- 
capped. “They say that life has 
begun again for them. 

“Tt could be the same for 
many of the 6,000 we don’t 
know about, if they would get 
involved in things, if we knew 
about them.” 


dependent sort of way, manage > 


Why the spotlight has 
heen turned to fall = 


The Director, 


Mr. James 


“The policy 
beginning 


on the plight of the == 
mentally handicapped 


ABOUT 25 PER CENT of all 


spastics have a_ severe 


the These are the facts — by the Director 


mental handicap 


Spastics Society is increasingly 


concerned about their assess- 


ment, treatment and care. The 
Society and its groups have 
been able to help in many cases. 


Many of our local groups’ 
centres care for children with 
severe mental handicap, while 
the Society has built the Mel- 
dreth Training School. This, 
believed to be the first school of 
its kind in the world, aims not 
only to provide education and 
training for 120 severely-sub- 
normal children, but to under- 
take research and pioneer new 
approaches to their problems. 


Have had to run 
some risks 


This is valuable progress. But 
it is still impossible for the 
Society to provide residential 
care for the great majority of 
spastics in this category, and we 
have therefore made it our 
policy to draw attention to their 
plight in every way we can. This 
policy was decided in broad out- 
line by our Executive Committee 
a year ago, and we began an 
immediate course of action. 


A study group was set up by 
the Executive Committee to de- 
velop in detail the Society’s 
policy in this field. Research was 
begun at the University of 


Mr. Thacker: ‘‘No-one can be 
ordered to register with us.” 


Postscript 


From the LETTERS column, 
Middlesbrough “Evening Gazette” 

MEMBER of the Disable- 

ment Incomes Group, I 
share the surprise of Mr. James 
Loring, director of The Spas- 
tics Society, that the chairman ~ 
of the new North Riding 
County Social Services Commit- 
tee, Ald. V. V. Marshall, should 
be so shocked to see pointed out 
in the Press the findings of a 
research work of reputable 
standing. 

The Government committed 
itself to a review of the social 
security provisions for the dis- 
abled as long ago as 1964. It 
is now time for it to act. 

We are all aware of the 
Government’s economic prob- 
lems. But we would like to 
know that the Government is 
aware of the disabled people’s 
economic crisis—and intends to 
do something about it. 


S. RYLATT,. 
North Ormesby. 


London to survey statistics and 
literature on the problem and 
prepare a paper which, it is 
hoped, will ultimately be used at 
many levels, including Parlia- 
ment. We are using part of our 
budget for a film, now being shot 
at a subnormality hospital, and 
on all possible occasions the 
Society, through its spokesmen, 
is drawing attention to the dep- 
lorable conditions in some sub- 
normality hospitals, and also to 
the lack of provision by some 
local authorities. 


The point that provision in 
some hospitals and local author- 
ity areas is good is nearly always 
made; the staff of the hospitals 
have never been criticised. 


Overcrowding and 
staff shortages 


The Press have co-operated in 
spotlighting these problems, but 
in seeking their aid, we have had 
to run some risks.. Few news: 
papers have the space to quote 
speeches in full and, as the ob- 
jective is to rouse public inter- 
est, it is usually only the more 
controversial passages that are 
quoted. . This—as I know well 
from personal experience—can 
give an unbalanced impression of 
&@ speech as a whole. 


Because of these difficulties we 
thought that readers of “Spastics 
News” would welcome an 
account of the true position and 
our reasons for spotlighting it so 
vigorously. 

These are the facts: 


There are about 250 hospitals 
catering for sub-normal persons 
and these vary in size from very 
small units to large institutions 
with as many as 2,000 beds. 


Some of these buildings are 
new, and the conditions in them 
are excellent. Others, though 
older, have been improved. 


In fact, even the worst of the 
hospitals have some good wards. 
Nevertheless, the fact remains 
that in many sub-normality hos- 
pitals there is gross overcrowd- 
ing and a shortage of properly 
trained staff. 

One qualified nurse, helped 
only by part-time labour and 
some of the higher-grade 
patients, may be responsible for 
the total care of as many as 100 
patients. It is quite understand- 
able that in such conditions, no 
matter how heroically the staff 
attempt to provide proper care, 
ward conditions must be quite 
deplorable at times. 


Problem of quality 
and quantity = - 


There seem to be two basic 
causes for this. One is the num- 
ber of larger hospitals using old 
Poor Law Institution. buildings. 
The other is that when the Ten 
Year Hospital Plan was first pub- 
lished in 1962, expert ideas as to 
how the sub-normality services 
should be developed and effic- 
iently run were not sufficiently 


advanced to be included in the 
plan. Since then, financial 
Squeezes have virtually prohibi- 
ted anything but the smallest 
amounts being spent on this so- 
called low-priority sector of the 
hospital service. 


Bad buildings inappropriately 
sited will always lead to staffing 
problems. But here the problem 
is not only one of quantity of 
staff, but of quality. While most 
sub-normality hospitals have a 
hard core of good staff, bad con- 
ditions make it difficult for them 
to compete successfully with 
other more congenial branches 
of the nursing profession for 
new recruits. 

As far as research is con- 
cerned, the problem is more 
one of applying the knowledge 
already available than of under- 
taking new research—though 
all hospitals would benefit from 
having their own staff-involved 
research projects, as these would 
stimulate interest within the 
hospitals, and make them more 
progressive for new professional 
staff. 

The Society’s publicity in this 
field has attracted far more 
support than condemnation, but 
it is worth examining the two 
principal criticisms that have 
been made. 

One is that drawing attention 
to the problems will make 
staffing still more difficult. There 
is an element of truth in this, 
but in my opinion it cannot be 
applied to all staff categories. 
It might affect the recruitment 
of new nurses, though no evi- 
dence has been produced to 
support this. 


Aim of the early 
propaganda 


The other is that criticism of 
the hospitals may alarm the 
pene of patients, and those 
hinking of having their children 
admitted. This is a less convin- 
cing argument, since patients’ 
parents will already know the 
conditions in the hospitals con- 
cerned, and the parents of those 
about to be admitted can easily 
see the hospitals for themselves 
and draw their own conclusions. 

It might be that the local hos- 
pital is a good one. It might be 
that the ‘ward to which their 
own child would be admitted is 
one of the better wards in a 
“bad” hospital. 

Even if conditions are not 
good, joining the Friends of the 
Hospital and visiting the child 
regularly can help a great deal. 

Much of the Society’s early 
propaganda was aimed at pre- 
venting spastics of normal in- 
telligence from being admitted 
to, or remaining in, sub-normality 
hospitals, and there is no evi- 
dence that it caused any grave 
anxiety among parents, Quite 
the reverse. 

However, what is more likely 
is that the criticisms may make 
life a little more difficult for local 
authorities and social workers 
who may be trying to persuade 
parents to agree to admission to 
relieve family strain, or because 
the local authority can provide 
no other placement for the child. 
But this difficulty can in most 
cases be overcome by arrangin 
for parents to visit the hospit 


pe 


and come to their own con- 
clusions. 


At all events, the two points 
of criticism I have mentioned 
spotlight the risks which must 
be run. 


The root problem, and the one 
from which many other prob- 
lems stem, is the chronic lack 
of money. Regional hospital 
boards plead that they have in- 
sufficient funds for new build- 
ings or for substantial improve- 
ments to old ones. The Ministry 
of Health, in turn, pleads that it 
has not a large enough slice of 
the national cake to spend in the 
National Health Service. 


The appeal must therefore be 
to our elected representatives 
and to the public generally, and 
one of the most potent ways of 
achieving this is by imaginative 
publicity in the local and 
national Press. 


The business of 
newspapers 


Direct and colourful language 
must be used to obtain publica- 
tion. Newspapers are in business 
to sell news, and they must ex- 
tract from speeches and _state- 
ments the sentences and para- 
graphs which they judge to be 
newsworthy. Qualifying and 
moderating statements are often 
omitted, and this is another risk 
which must be run. 

The policy I have outlined is 
already beginning to show signs 
of success. The subject is now 
frequently referred to in the 
national Press (a recent example 
was the excellent treatment in 
the “Sunday Times” colour sup- 
plement, illustrated by Lord 
Snowdon). There is also evi- 
dence of increasing support 
among the professional and 
nursing staffs in the hospitals 
themselves. 

But accompanying this there 
is misunderstanding and misrep- 
resentation. 

Suggestions are sometimes 
made that we are criticising the 
hospital staffs. This is nonsense. 
One might just as well blame 
fires on the Fire Brigade. 


Many criticisms 
ill-founded 


Criticisms of this sort, par- . 


ticularly when they appear in 
print, cannot be rebutted im- 
mediately, and it may be some 
weeks before a correcting letter 
from the Society can be pub- 
lished. 

In a campaign of this kind, 
we must hope for the full support 
of our group members, and of 
members of the public who have 
an interest in social problems. 
Of course, attempts may be 
made by opponents of the policy 
in your hospital area and local 
authority service to persuade you 
that it is mistaken. If this 
happens, I hope you will contact 
me immediately so I can write 
to the official concerned and ex- 
plain what the Society is trying 
to do. 

The majority of the criticisms 
which are made are ill-founded, 
and some critics have become 


supporters of the policy after. 


learning the full facts. 
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Pioneer! 


HH AWKSWORTH HALL, which 

opened as an assessment centre 
in 1957, was one of the earliest pro- 
jects of The Spastics Society. It is 
important 


A young resident gets some per- 

sonal attention as he tries fitting 

shapes to shapes. Such play can 

be invaluable in both assessment 
and teaching. 
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still regarded as an 


ng 


pioneer in the field of experimental 


education and the Department of 
Education and Science takes a close 


interest in the work. 


Situated high up on the 
edge of the Dales, overlooking 
the Aire Valley, the house is 
one of the most beautiful in 
Yorkshire. It was built by Wal- 
ter Hawksworth in the early 
17th century. 


There are two priestholes 
concealed in the fine oak panel- 
ling and James I is reputed to 
have slept in the Royal Room 
during his progress through 
Yorkshire. This impressive 
chamber now serves as a dor- 
mitory for twelve of the 
youngest children at the 
centre. 


Complicated 


A new wing was added by 
The Spastics Society in 1964 
and this was cleverly designed 
in local grey stone to blend 
with the Jacobean structure. 
Stables and outhouses have 
also been rebuilt to provide 
extra playrooms and a comfor- 
table houseparents’ flat. 

The centre takes 24 spastic 
children of doubtful educabil- 
ity, aged between five and 12. 
The age range is gradually get- 
ting lower as cerebral palsy 
becomes more widely known 
and diagnosis is made _ ear- 
lier. 

All the children are handi- 
capped in such a way that it 
has been impossible to ascer- 
tain their true level of intelli- 
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ANNE PLUMMER 


visits Hawksworth Hall 


gence in one brief interview — 
or even an assessment lasting 
several days at Fitzroy Square. 
Most of the handicaps are com- 
plicated by deafness or severe 
visual and perceptual difficul- 
ties. 

From four to six new chil- 
dren are admitted every term 
and they stay for a period of 
up to twelve months. During 
this time they are seen regular- 
ly by a paediatrician, psychia- 
trist, educational psychologist 
and ophthalmologist, in addi- 
tion to daily sessions with the 
teachers and therapists who 
make up the full-time staff of 
the centre. 


New ideas 


The Principal, Mr. J. D. 
Johnson, has been at 
Hawksworth Hall almost since 
it first opened. He had con- 
siderable experience in 
teaching blind and physically 
handicapped children. Over the 
past 11 years, he and his staff 
have built up an efficient test- 
ing procedure which is con- 
stantly being adapted to suit 
the needs of individual chil- 
dren. 

The staff are always open to 
new ideas and Mr. Johnson said 
that often a complete outsider 
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will find the answer to a 
problem which has been puz- 
zling the experts for ages. 

Most of the equipment in use 
at the centre has been 
pioneered by Mr. Johnson and 
his staff. In the psychologist’s 
room there is an electronic 
teaching machine which was 
paid for by local well-wishers. 
The machine match-;3 pictures 
with both printed and spoken 
words and has been specially 
adapted for use by pupils with 
hearing difficulties. 

Deaf children have their own 
soundproof classroom and there 
is a special room, too, for chil- 
dren with visual and perceptual 
difficulties. Teaching materials 
here include bundles of differ- 
ent textured fabrics with which 
the children can be taught such 
concepts as “thick and thin” 
or “rough and smooth.” Let- 
ters and numbers are taught 
with wooden cut-outs which 
have to be slotted into the 
appropriate space on a board 
and are held in place by mag- 
nets. 


Basic shapes 


Magnets are also used to pre- 
vent pieces being dislodged by 
unsteady hands during the 
“face-making” tests in which 


for fullest 
potential 


The children at Hawksworth 
Hall are always made familiar 
with three basic shapes — a 
square, a circle and a triangle. 
This means that their eyesight 
can be tested even if they don’t 
know the letters of the alpha- 


Old barn 


Sandpits are built into the 
floors of the classrooms in the 
new block, for even activities 
traditionally associated with 
“playing” can help clumsy 
limbs and contribute towards 
the whole assessment picture. 
The new wing also houses a 
heated hydrotherapy pool 
which is used for swimming 
lessons by many of the local 
schoolchildren. 

The centre has well-equipped 
speech and occupational thera- 
py departments and an old 
barn has been converted into a 
large playroom. This has a 
stage at one end and under- 
floor heating so that the chil- 
dren can rush about, race tricy- 
cles or wheelchairs and gener- 
ally let off steam in bad 
weather. 

When it is fine they play in 
the spacious grounds and feed 
the pet rabbits and donkeys. 

The eight housemothers at 
the centre are as much a part 
of the assessment team as the 
teachers and therapists. They 
give the children important so- 
cial training and help them to 
be as independent as possible. 
Many children learn to wash 


MR. JOHNSON 


homesickness was making it 
really ill: He compared a child’s 
progress through Hawksworth 
Hall with going from a. small 
family to the permissive disci- 
pline of a large family which, 
in turn, prepared him for the 
more formal atmosphere of 
school. 


At the end of a child’s stay, 
the Assessment Panel’s final re- 
ports are sent to local authorit- 
ies, the Department of Educa- 
tion and Science and other in- 
terested people. The panel can 
only make recommendations 
for a child’s future after leav- 
ing Hawksworth Hall. It cannot 
force either parents or Govern- 
ment bodies to comply. 


About 30 per cent of the 
children who pass through 
Hawksworth Hall are found to 
be educable. Most of these go 
on to Irton Hall or Ingfield 
Manor, though one or two have 
been placed at Craig-y-parce or 


two eyes, eyebrows, ears, a and dress themselves while Wilfred Pickles School and 
nose, a mouth and a strip of staying at | Hawksworth Others in_ physically handi- 
hair must be placed in their Halll. capped schools near their 
proper sequence ona flat pink They go home for normal homes. 


base. Another useful piece of 
equipment. is an illuminated 


school holidays, and »areuts 
are encouraged to visit the cen- 


Of those who are assessed as 
educationably sub - normal, 


blackboard which -was made tre at week-ends. Children Some go to Meldreth and many 
specially by a leading firm of from poor backgrounds are Others to occupation centres 
electrical manufacturers. Used often “adopted” by local ear where they live. 


in a darkened room, this is 
particularly helpful to distrac- 
tible children. 

Mr. Johnson said that they 
once had a boy whose spatial 
perception was so poor that he 
could not find his way back to 
the door of a room which he 
had just entered. However, 
with great patience, the staff 
taught him to walk around 
various shapes painted on the 
playroom floor and gradually 
his condition improved so that 
he was able to recognise letters 
and eventually to read. 


people, who take them for out- 
ings and make sure that they 
are given as many parties and 
treats as the others. 


Thirty per cent 


Although children come to 
Hawksworth Hall at quite n 
early age from all over .he 


country, few of them really ail 
to settle down. In 11 years, ‘Mr. 
Johnson has known of only 
three cases where a child aas 
had to be taken away because 


Mr. Johnson said that he 
always tried to ensure that a 
child was placed somewhere on 
leaving the centre, as just stag- 
nating at home could undo all 
the good work which had been 
done. 


A period of assessment at 
Hawksworth Hall gives even 
the most severely handicapped 
a chance to realise their full 
potential. However small that 
potential might be, at least 
they learn to live with other 
children during the  pro- 
cess. 
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IERRE always likes to hear 
about what you are doing, 
especially when you are help- 
ing others. Like some young 
ones he heard about the other 
day. 

When Mrs. Best, of Salisbury, 
came home from shopping, she 
found eight children aged from 
five to nine, selling off all their 
old toys. At the end of the 
afternoon they presented her 
with £2 10s. to help her five- 
year-old son -Mark—their spas- 
tic friend—and other spastic 
children in the city. 

At a meeting of the Salis- 
bury and District Society later, 
Mrs. Best handed over the 
money. 


of the Croydon and_ District 
Spastics Society. 

Put on at Stephens’s home 
in Chapel View, Croydon, the 
bazaar raised the splendid sum 
of £25 5s. All the goods on sale 
were collected from neighbours 
who were contacted by notices 
written and typed by the 
children. 

Last year they organised a 
garden fete which realised £13. 

A good effort! 


CINDERELLA 
IN ICING 


An enormous cake showing 
Cinderella returning from the 
ball and weighing over 91 lbs., 


Head Hotel, Bournemouth. 
Spastics also benefited from a 
competition to guess the cake’s 
weight. 

The cake was presented by 
Coun. and Mrs. Tokely. It took 
some eating, don’t you think? 


PEGGOTTY PARTY 


For the second year running, 
spastic children from the West 
Penwith, Camborne and Red- 
ruth areas of Cornwall were 
entertained at a party at Mr. 
at Discotheque at St. 
ves. 


Arranged by the owner, Mr, 
Eddie Norman, and his staff, 
helped by local teenagers, the 


LOL DPD OD ve cag LES & complete with castle and coach party featured puppeteer 
Ra a a aR a a Gf A igh Ot Oa 8 Or ae a 68 OP Uy A GOOD EFFORT and horses in icing, was pre- Francis Coudrill with “Hank” 
PAE IAT Sa R ERE ET ADA EAE MALE ON AE EE ETE And a group of Croydon sented to the Spastics Centre and Sally Baldwin and Peg- 
children led by nine-year-old at Poole. gotty’s People, the resident 
Mary Holder, who is a spastic at Ponds Home, Seer Green, Buckinghamshire. The special Stephen Mansfield and Susan It was created, in a month Ssfroup. 


point is that Mary designed it 
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using her electric typewriter, which she operates with her 


feet, sitting.on the floor. 
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Capon, age 11, recently organ- 
ised a children’s bazaar in aid 


of spare time, by Mr. C. O. 
Devereux, chef at the Crag 


oe 


The children were also pre- 
sented with sweets and toys. 
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Old-fashioned || 


aids for 
disabled 
criticised 


M ANY handicapped 

people fail to obtain 
appropriate help in the 
form of wheelchairs, ve- 
hicles and other aids, Prof. 
Henry Miller, director of 
the British Medical Associ- 
ation’s planning unit, said 
in London. 

Much of the equipment 
offered is clumsy and old- 
fashioned and its delivery is 
slow, said Prof. Miller. 

Prof. Miller was introducing 
a hard-hitting report of a work- 
ing party which included 
engineers as well as medical 
consultants under the chair- 
manship of the Director of the 
National Fund for Crippling 
Diseases, Mr. Duncan Guthrie. 

The report makes many 
recommendations to counter 
“the glaring defects in the 


provision of aids and appli- 
ances.” 


System wrong 


Mr. Nicholas Elwes, the 
Spastics Society’s Aids and 
Appliances Officer, commenting 
on Press versions of the report, 
said: “I am looking forward to 
reading it in full as, judging by 
the newspaper comment, it 
would seem to be saying in an 
unequivocal way the complaints 
and criticism that charities 
such as ours have been making 
for the past ten years. 

“I hope,” he added, “that 

this report also gives praise to 
the people inside the Ministry 
who, in spite of the system, 
have brought about the changes 
that we have seen over the past 
four years.” 
_ The Ministry had realised the 
system was wrong and was 
planning to move their appli- 
ance centres into the grounds 
of hospitals so as to “breed” 
a capable prescribing specialist 
as much as for the other more 
obvious advantages. 

“The criticism that the 
design of aids is often ‘empiri- 
cal, if not vintage Heath 
Robinson’ touches on the worst 
disaster of the Ministry’s health 
policies over the past decade,” 
said Mr. Elwes. 

“This is that they have 
failed to stimulate and en- 
courage development and re- 
search in this field and yet 
have not undertaken to do this 
themselves.” 


Resist me 


if you can 


.. . or better still 


send for details of this and 
other delightful gifts to: 
HOMEWORK SECTION 
THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
FITZROY SQUARE, 
LONDON W.1. 


Lady Quibell receives a bouquet from Yvonne Loveday after opening 


South Humberside’s Spastics Week Autumn Fayre. 


Left is Mr. J. 
Belcher, group chairman. 


Below: The Homework Display in Guy and 


Smith’s, the leading Grimsby store, was also a feature of the week, 
which included an orchestral concert and a mannequin parade. 


Homework section 1s 
all ready to go 


THE LAST QUARTER of the year is always the busiest for 
the Homework Section of The Spastics Society. With increasing 
momentum, orders pour into the Section by post and telephone so 
that in the days immediately preceding Christmas, things become 
quite hectic. 

In the corresponding period 
last year, between 800 and 900 
separate orders were des- 
patched—some for single items, 
some for £100 worth of goods. 
All requests were met, as a 
deadline, seven days before the 
holiday. This year a far larger 
volume of sales is expected. 


Since last Christmas, particu- 
larly through the summer 
months, the Homework Section 
staff have been out in the 
regions giving talks and show- 
ing work produced by spastics. 

This has stimulated great 
interest in the activities of the 
Section, which has been con- 
solidated with a large distribu- 
tion of literature for future 
reference. 


Total sales are up on last 
year already and the Section 
is grateful to local Groups for 
their support. 


To expand sales outlets still. 
further, particularly during the 
peak period, the public’s co- 
operation is asked in placing 
orders as early as possible so 
that the Section can _ offer 
prompt service. The Homework 
Section is ready to help by 
despatching requirements 
quickly. 

There are also brochures and 
literature freely available to 
assist selling efforts. Just drop 
a line to Fitzroy Square. 

The Section confidently look 
for increased sales; the home- 
bound spastics look to the 
Section and local Groups to 
keep them employed. 
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CLOTHES WITHOUT 


INDFUL of the problems of 

the disabled, the Associa- 
tion of Occupational The- 
rapists has published a 
booklet on _ dressmaking. 
Commenting on the difficulty 
many disabled people have 
in looking attractive in ready- 
made clothes and the expense 
of having clothing specially 
made, the authors make prac- 
tical suggestions for altera- 
tions to ordinary paper pat- 


terns so that the home 
dressmaker can cope. 
The booklet, therefore, is a 


mine of information on adapt- 
ing patterns so that the com- 
pleted garment will fit and 
help to disguise unsym- 
metrical shapes. 


Exhausting 


You don’t have to be disabled 
to be lop-sided, of course. 
Most people are. Ask any 
tailor, but the handicapped 
are often slightly more so and 
this may be emphasised by 
their difficulty of movement. 


MANCHESTER 
CONFERENCE 
TOPICS 


A variety of topics to interest 
those engaged in promoting the 
welfare of spastics were in- 
cluded on the agenda of the 
Manchester Regional Confer- 
ence of the Spastics Society in 
Lancaster. 


Due to speak were Mr. H. H. 
Little, Divisional Welfare Offi- 
cer of Lancashire County 
Council, on “Community Care 
for the Physically Handi- 
capped’; Mrs. E. Dewitt, the 
Council’s Divisional Youth 
Employment Officer, on “Youth 
Employment Services and the 
Physically Handicapped”; and 
Mr. H. R. Moore, of the Depart- 
ment of Employment and Pro- 
ductivity, who was to speak on 
the department’s services for 
the disabled. 


In addition, the employment 
of the severely disabled was 
being dealt with by Mr. R. D. 
P. Dony, Remploy area liaison 
officer. 


Anthony ‘gets 


into print’ 


Anthony Brown, who has 
been attending the Worthing 
spastics training centre since 
it first opened three years ago, 
has obtained part-time work 
with a local printing firm. He 
operates a similar type of 
machine to that which he has 
been using at the centre. 


Mrs. J. M. Cartter, Vice- 
Chairman and Welfare Officer 
of the Worthing, Littlehampton 
and District Spastics Society, 
says she is confident that with 
further training, Anthony will 
soon be employed on a full- 
time basis. = 


TEARS 


The authors give general hints 
on material choices, neck 
lines, sleeves, pockets, etc., 
and various suggestions for 
wheelchair users. Although 
their adaptations are con- 
ceyned with women’s cloth- 
ing, the principles would 
apply equally to men’s shirts 
and jackets and the waist and 
hip fittings of trousers. 

The use of a dressmaking model 
is recommended, for a num- 
ber of fittings might prove 
exhausting for someone 
severely disabled. A wire 
mesh adjustable model is 
most suitable, in many cases, 
for other types would not 
adapt to unsymmetrical hips 
and shoulders. 

Clear diagrams indicate where 
the alterations should be 
made and which are the rele- 
vant measurements. One 
photograph of a teenager in 
a “before and after” skirt is 


AIDS AND 


LLUSTRATED at right is the 
Remploy chair bath with 
water temperature control, 
which Remploy Ltd. are gen- 
erously offering at a 50% dis- 
count to The Spastics Society. 
Orders and cheques for £15-4-6, 
made out to Remploy Ltd., 
should be sent to the Supplies 


Officer, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1. 
*K * * 


The service of information on 
aids and appliances is now in 
full swing. Information on 
subjects ranging from child- 
ren’s aids, beds, chairs, toys, 
communications, dressing, 
eating and drinking, through 
hobbies and bathroom and 
toilet aids, to walking aids 
and wheelchairs and many 
other items can be obtained 
from the Information Clerk, 
16 Fitzroy Square. ; 


Richard Harris, of the National 
Children’s Home, Penhurst, 
Chipping Norton, Oxon. 
(above) using head harness 
with a rod attached to it for 
tapping on his electric I.B.M. 
typewriter. 


a striking example of the im- 
portance of adapting the pat- 
tern and not the finished 
garment. 

The lass in question has one hip 
higher than the other and 
altering the hem length was 
no use at all. Adapting the 
waist, however, made it hang 
beautifully. 


Younger Shapes 


There is also a section for 
elderly women whose vital 
statistics are no longer of the 
proportion favoured by cloth- 
ing manufacturers and pat- 
tern cutters, whose ideas on 
waist measurements and bust 
darts are geared to much 
younger shapes. 

At 3/- I consider this booklet to 
be a real bargain. It is Dress- 
making for the Disabled by 
E. E. Rodgers, M.A.0O.T. and 
B. M. Stevens, M.A.O.T., and 
is available from The 
Association of Occupational 
Therapists, 251 Brompton 
Road, London, S.W.3. 


S.K. 


APPLIANCES 


A special flywheel fitted to the 
carriage so that he can con- 
trol the roller, again with his 
chin, can also be seen. 


The basic I.B.M. re-conditioned 
typewriter for the handicap- 
ped is still available at £25, 
through this office. It is 
doubtful if this price can be 
maintained very much 
longer. 


The Red Cross Society have a 
display unit (left) giving 
a back screen projection of 
some of their aids and appli- 
ances for exhibition use. 


Enquiries to the British Red 
Cross Society, 14 Grosvenor 
Crescent, London, S.W.1. 


FOR SALE 
As new; adult sized light- 


weight 3-speed tricycle by 
George Fitt Motors. 


Addi- 
tional front wheel dynamo 
lighting with extra rear light, 
plus battery operated rear 
light. Saddlebag and pump. 
Ouly £30. Contact Mrs. Till, 
16 Fitzroy Square, W.1. 
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Spastic ‘hams’ 


who bridge 
the world 


. A MONG the thousands who visited this year’s amateur radio 
engineering show at the Horticultural Hall, Westminster, 
were a number of spastics and other disabled people. 


Like hundreds of others, 
they have learned that a whole 
new world can be opened up for 
them by an interest in amateur 
radio—and many of then, some 
with minimal use of limbs, are 
licensed—a _ privilege enabling 
them to establish radio contact 
with other enthusiasts at home 
and abroad. 

Among the many stands of 
absorbing interest was that of 
Radio Amateur Invalid and 
Bedfast Club, associat<1 with 


Police came 
to rescue 

of ‘walk’ 

starter 


A member of the Spastics 
Society’s appeals staff who left 
behind the vital information 
telling her the point from 
which a Round Dulwich Walk 
was to start, did not have to 
search far. 

A quick call at the police 
station—and she found that 
they knew all about it and, in 
fact, were helping to patrol the 
route. 

The walk, designed to raise 
money for Coombe Farm 
Centre for Spastics at Croy- 
don, raised an estimated total 
in excess of £125. 


Death of Mr. 
C. B. Laird 


The death has occurred of 
Mr. Charles Balfour Laird, the 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics, only 
a few days after presiding at the 
opening of the Council’s new 
residential school in Renfrew- 
shire. He was 72. 

Mr. Laird was a member of 
the Consultative Council of the 
Spastics Society and had on 
occasions acted as its chairman. 
This year he was honoured with 
the award of the M.B.E., and 
he also held the Military Medal, 
given for gallantry while 
serving in the First World War. 


HOLIDAYS 
1969 


Have you started to think 
about your holiday plans for 
1969? 

You may find it useful to 
send for the Holiday Ad- 
dress List issued by The 
Spastics Society. This book- 
let is intended as a guide to 
the wide variety of holiday 
accommodation available to 
handicapped people. The 
booklet has been revised for 
1969 and includes a com- 
pletely new section devoted 
to group holidays. 

Copies of the booklet are 
now available free of charge, 
upon application to: 

The Holiday Organiser, 

The Spastics Society, 

16 Fitzroy Square, 

London, W.1. WIP 5HQ. 

The Holiday Organiser 
will also be pleased to help 
with any other holiday 
queries. 


the Radio Society of Great 
Britain, which brings together 
disabled people interested in 
amateur radio. 


As well as a month!7 news- 
letter, views are exchanged in 
twice-weekly get-togethers on 
amateur wavelengths, and there 
are also exchanges of letters 
and tapes among friends. 

The Club, whose membership 
is world wide, helps those wish- 
ing to pass the examination 
necessary to obtain transmit- 


ting licences by textbooks and 


recorded information. Local 
volunteers visit members to 
keep equipment in order. 

Some Club radio. stations 
have been established in hospi- 
tals, schools, and in Cheshire 
Homes. 

Those interested should write 
to the Secretary, Mrs. F. E. 
Woolley, 331 Wigan Lane, 
Wigan, Lancs. 


TEACHERS, 


Mrs. Elsie Ashley, who opened 


the autumn fair of the North 
Staffordshire Spastics Association 
at Stoke, makes a purchase at one 
of the stalls. The £175 raised 
will help cover the cost of a new 
ambulance bought in July and 
towards the renovation fund of 
the Hanley Spastics Centre. 

(Photo by courtesy of 
“Staffordshire Sentinel’). 


THERAPISTS 


HEAR OF PETO METHOD 


About 50 teachers and therapists working with spastic child- 
ren attended a two-day conference at The Spastics Society’s Castle 
Priory training college at Wallingford on October 12 and 13 to 
learn about a new way of educating spastic children—the Peto 
method of conductive educatien. 


Moonlight 
dance of 


the doll 


For the moonlight dance in 
Dunstable Road, Luton, John 
Dytan chose a special partner 
—a 3 ft. 6 ins. doll used as a 
collecting box for spastics 
funds. 

Luton magistrates were told 
that the doll, worth £12, had 
been moved from its pesition 
outside a shop in Dunstable 
Road. 

Dytan, 20, of Lincoln, and his 
friends, Lee Barraby, 19, of 
Worthing, and John Spittles, 
28, of Leagrave Road, Luton, 
were found not guilty of 
stealing the doll and its 
contents. 

Dytan said: “We’d been drink- 
ing and were a bit merry. 
We didn’t intend to steal the 
doll. We were just having a 
bit of a laugh.” 


Guest speaker was Dr. Maria 
Hari, head of the Budapest In- 
stitute of Motor Disabled, and 
formerly deputy to the late Pro- 
fessor Peto, originator of the 

- method. 

The Peto method, which was 
introduced to this country about 
two years ago, replaces the 
team of teacher, speech thera- 
pist and physiotherapist, who 
teach a child, with just one in- 
dividual qualified in all these 
fields. This person, by dealing 
with all aspects of the child’s 
education and welfare, can 
guide him by his own active 
efforts to independence. 

The principal of Castle 
Priory College, Mrs. J. W. 
Knowles, said the conference 
was not intended as a training 
course but an opportunity to 
discuss the underlyinz prin- 
ciples of the- method and to 
hear something of the work of 
the experimental group in this 
country. 


MONEY DOUBLED 


With two days in hand, 
Oldham and District Spastics 
Society achieved their target of 
raising £500 in three weeks— 
and qualified for another £500 
offered by an anonymous donor 
if they could do it. (Full report 
next month). 


‘HELP EACH 
OTHER’ UNIT 


The new Cardiff Adult House 
Unit, built by The Spastics 
Society as the first project of 
its kind in the country, was 
being officially opened by the 
Rt. Hon. James Callaghan, 
M.P., on October 25. 

The new unit, in Cyncoed Road, 
Cardiff, is a converted Vic- 
torian mansion set in three 
acres. It will eventually 
accommodate 21 spastic resid- 
ents, and its aim is to foster 
self-help and social awareness 
by keeping a careful balance 
between the lightly handi- 
capped and those with 
heavier disabilities. 

About 60% of the residents will 
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||There’s gold a 


in this 
6 bey 
silver 


M’Y people want to help 
spastics but have not the 
specialised training or know- 
ledge to be of assistance in a 
centre. And many young, 
enthusiastic people are not able 
to help financially but would 
be willing to give their time to 
help an interesting scheme. 
Silver paper is the answer. 


Waste aluminium foil worth 
many thousands of pounds is 
thrown away. But a little time 
spent in collecting the mat- 
erial can increase the Spastic 
Society’s income by a consider- 
able amount. 

Every building can be a col- 
lection centre and a leaflet is 
available from Appeals Division 
at Park Crescent which tells 
how this can be organised. 


So that’s what they mean by invalid car 


FTER a wait of more than three years, 

spastic Frances McLean was given a 
Ministry of Health invalid car. Then, for 
of Chestnut Drive, 


Frances, 
trouble began. 


Before her first. lesson in January, instruc- 
ters had to put right a minor fault. 

During her second lesson the gears jammed. 
Then the hand-brake became stuck. Soon 
after, the lighting switch failed and the 
engine started belching out smoke. 

When the car went in for repair the brakes 


were found to be faulty. 


Two weeks later the car was running well, 
but in February the engine cut out. This 


Cards go 


well 


Mr. John Kellett reports that 
sales of Spastics Christmas 
cards this year are progress- 
ing well, and it is hoped, with 
public co-operation, to achieve 
the sales target of 10,000,000 
cards. 

Particularly encouraging is 
the response from groups who 
have really taken to heart the 
advice to “order early.” 

A number of groups are help- 
ing the 1959 Group of Charities 
to organise shops, and Croydon 
is taking over, as managing 
society, a shop in Purley which 
opened on October 14. 


How to benefit 


from a_ budgie 


Spastics benefited from a 
harvest service held at the 
Victoria Hotel, Pensilva (Corn- 
well), conducted by the Rector, 
the Rev. G. Perry. 

Produce and flowers which 
were a feature of the service 
were auctioned by Mr. Colin 
Gilbert and raised £33, to which 
was added £2 offered for a 
budgerigar! 


Pioneer project 


have light handicaps, and 
40% will be severely affected. 
But all will be encouraged to 
help each other by “pooling” 
their physical resources and 
the majority will travel each 
day to jobs at the Society’s 
nearby Sully Work Centre. 
The new scheme aims to give 
spastic adults more oppor- 
tunities for independence and 
to enable them to identify 
more closely with the give- 
and-take of normal living [It 
also eliminates the need for 
the high ratio of staff that are 


required in the Society's 
other adult residential 
centres. 


Sale, the 


time it was the clutch. 
When the vehicle was returned it had a flat 
battery—and the bad luck continued. 
The sparking plugs had to be replaced, a 


petrol leak developed and the gear lever 


turn. 


Finally, Miss 
Molyneux, 


came off. The sparking plugs had te be 
replaced again. The ignition key would not 


The final straw came when an instructor 
took it for a test run and overturned it. 
McLean’s 

of Mansfield, wrote to Mr. 


sister, Mrs. L. 


Anthony Barber, M.P. for Altrincham and 


MR. STANCER 
WOULD LIKE 
TO SPEAK... 


In addition to helping 
spastics as a District Supervisor 
for Regional Pools Promotions 
Ltd., Mr. T. Stancer of Vicar- 
age Lane, Childswickham, 
Broadway, Worcs., makes a 
hobby of publicising the needs 
of spastics. 

He has gathered together an 
interesting collection of slides 
showing types of therapy and 
also the activities of spastic 
children in treatment centres. 

From these he builds up an 
absorbing talk on the problems 
that are being tackled. 

Mr. Stancer is willing to visit 
any organisation within 20 
miles radius of Evesham, and 
would be delighted for any 
church society or other body to 
send him an invitation to speak 
to them. 


GIRLS MAKE GIFT OF 
INDOOR GAMES 


Girls of Elizabeth Kenny 
House at Wallasey Technical 
High School have presented a 
collection of indoor games for 
use by the Wallasey Spastics 
and Physically Handicapped 
Association. 


Mr. Callaghan was to be wel- 
comed to the unit by Mr. 
A. P. Moira, Vice-Chairman 
of The Spastics Society. After 
the ceremony he was being 
thanked by Mr. James Loring, 
Director of the Society, sec- 
onded by Mr. L. R. Perry, 
Warden of the unit. 

The new unit is one more step 
towards easing the urgent 
national problem of accom- 
modating adult spastics whose 
families can no longer care 
for them. It is also part of 
a building programme total- 
ling some £m. which the 
Society has carried out in 
South Wales in recent years. 


Sale, appealing for his help—and within a 
short time the car was replaced. 


Anniversary 
symposium 
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in Sweden - 


September 17 was a special 
day for the Folke Bernadotte 
Foundation of Sweden. It was 
the twentieth anniversary of 
Count Bernadotte’s death in 
Jerusalem and the tenth anni- 
versary of the setting up of a 
Foundation in his memory, 
whose aim is “to support the 
care and training of and 
research concerning children 
and adolescents with cerebral 
palsy. or other motor handi- 
caps.” 

Each year the Foundation 
invites lecturers eminent in 
the field of cerebral palsy to 
visit Sweden and this year two 
speakers from overseas were 
invited. to address a national 
symposium held in Uppsala. 

Miss Margaret Morgan, head 
of The Spastics Society’s Social 
Work and Employment Depart- 
ment, was one of the speakers, 
sharing the platform with 
Professor Margaret Jones from 
Los Angeles 

The topic was ‘Vocational 
Training” and 250 people from 
all over Sweden attended the 
symposium. 

During their stay, Professor 
Jones and Miss Morgan visited 
the Folke Bernadotte School 


and Centre in Uppsala and a ~ 


school and home for spastic 
children in Orebro. 


Surprise for 
Rosemary 


Seventeen - year-old  Rose- 
mary Goodall from Exmouth 
was awarded first prize in 
Exeter and Torbay Spastics 
Society’s competition to design 
a Christmas card—and she did 
not even know she had en- 
tered. 

She did her winning lino-cut 
three years ago and thinks that 
her art mistress must have sent 
it in. 

Her prize surprise? One 
hundred prints of her own suc- 
cessful design. 
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Young spastic 


Launching 
in earnest 
for holiday 


Caravan 


4s 
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ONY A FEW days before 
the Northampton and 
County Spastic Society’s 
holiday caravan was due to 
be opened at Billing: Aqua- 
drome the floods came—and 
the caravan was inundated. 
But the society were not 
daunted by this misfortune; 
by the time the Northampton 
Carnival Queen, Miss Shirley 
Smith, arrived for the formal 
opening ceremony, the cara- 
van had been dried out, 
tidied up and towed to higher 

ground. 

The caravan which is to be 
housed at the Aquadrome, 
will be used by spastics and 
their families — and the 
Society are hoping to buy 
another next year and site 
it at the coast. 

The Carnival Queen, who was 
accompanied by her Maids 
of Honour was thanked for 
her services by Alderman 
E. F. Tompkins, vice-presi- 
dent and a former chairman 
of the Society. 


ew 90 


games and activities.” 


loin 
judo 


Pics 
class 


jyubo IS THE LATEST activity to be taken up by spas- 


tics. 


Older pupils at the Percy Hedley School near 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, are being given limited instruction 
in the art of self-defence by a local police constable. It is 


felt that this idea could become a valuable form of 


physiotherapy. 

The idea first came about 
when a party of spastics atten- 
ded an open night at North 
Shields Central Police Station 
and made friends with some of 
the policemen. On subsequent 
visits to the station, the child- 
ren watched judo sessions in 
progress. 

They were invited to take 
part in some of the more simple 
manoeuvres on the mat. They 
enjoyed it so much that P.C. 
Bill Armstrong offered to come 
to the school and give them les- 
sons in his own time. 

The Chief Constable of Tyne- 


_ mouth, Mr. Walter Baharie, who 


is taking an interest in the 
scheme, said: “The value to 
these children in physiotherapy 
could be enormous, bearing in 
mind the fact that some are un- 
able to participate in everyday 


: e e F 
as building opens 
W tres THE OPENING of a £150,000 extension to Stanmore 


Residential Training Centre for Spastics at Lanark by Lord 
Clydesmuir, 90 of Scotland’s most severely handicapped spastic 


children can now be accommodated. 
——— 


R.P.P. gi 
s e e g ive 
e e 
clinic 

A mobile clinic specialising 
in the detection of cervical 
cancer was opened by Miss Bar- 
bara Buchanan of the “Bristol 
Evening Post” in Glouces- 
ter. : 

The clinic was given to 
Gloucester City and County Ap- 
peal for the Prevention of Cer- 
vical Cancer by Regional] Pools 
Promotions Ltd., organisers of 
the football pool which benefits 
spastics, after an article by 


Miss Buchanan had appeared in 
the “Post.” 


Good fellows 


Crewe and District Spastics 
- Society has received £73 from 


the local Oddfellows’ Club. 


rr 


The one-storey lay-out, which 

was given a 60 per cent Gov- 
ernment grant, is claimed to be 
the most advanced of its kind 
in Europe. Sliding doors lead to 
airy four-bed and 12-bed dormi- 
tories, fitted with built-in 
wardrobes. For the older 
residents (14 to 16 years) indi- 
vidual bedrooms are pro- 
vided. 

Steps have been replaced by 
ramps to link the new exten- 
sion to the old building where 
classrooms are fitted with 
special equipment, including 
electric typewriters. 

The extension incorporates a 
14ft. square swimming pool 
where the water is kept at 
blood heat. A hydraulic hoist 
lowers the children into the 
pool. 

Mr. T. W. Weatherhead, new- 
ly-appointed warden, said the 
project was designed to help 
the children, who are non- 
educable but trainable, to cope 
with the activities of daily liv- 
ing. 


| Harvest home 
brings forth 
over £150 


“Bringing the harvest home” 
took on new meaning at the 
White Horse Inn, Sharlston, 
Yorks., when over £150 was 
raised for the Pontefract and 
District Spastics Association at 
an auction sale of harvest pro- 
duce. 

This was the sixth successive 
year that the event has taken 
place — and each time bigger 
sums are raised. 

Arrangements were made by 
the social committee of the inn 
and the hosts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Baxter. 


The Carnival Queen (in door- 

way) and her attendants (ex- 

treme right) join the group at 
the ‘‘launching.” 


S Keith joins 


in to 
help the 
others 


A spastic who volunteered 
to join Buxton Round 
Table’s marathon charity 
walk, had himself pushed 
over the 20 mile course by 
two volunteers and raised 
12s. lld. a mile. 

He is 19-year-old Keith 
Greenway from Knutsford, 
Cheshire—a resident of the 
Bedford Spastics Home, 
Buxton. 

Said the Warden of. Bed- 
ford, Mr. David Simpson: 
“The idea was to show that 
spastics, who so often get 
help from others, are will- 
ing to aid other charities 
themselves.” 

The two volunteer (and 
anonymous) pushers were 
able to collect on their own 
behalf, although they were 
also among Keith’s many 
sponsors. 

As a result of the walk, 
Buxton Round Table expect 
to have raised over £4,000 
for various charities. 


Portsmouth 
move house 
to Milton 


WITH THE completion of 
building operations, nineteen 
spastic employees have moved 
from the old Portsmouth Work 
Centre in Landport to bright 
new premises in Warren 
Avenue, Milton. 

The new building is the re- 
sult of six years’ intensive fund- 
raising by the Portsmouth and 


District Spastics Society, who - 


share the cost with the national 
Society. 

‘The centre, which took about 
nine months to build, includes 
a workshop, dining room, kit- 
chen, and a large entrance hall 
where examples of work can be 
displayed. There is also a 
double garage for the Society’s 
two ambulances 

The centre has room for 30 
employees. 


THEIR ‘BIT’ 


Two Barrow girls, Julie Bell 
of Conway Gardens and Julie 
Speakman of Ribble Gardens, 
who held a jumble sale to aid 
their local Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s Society, 
raised 12s. 


AND IT’S AN ILL WIND... 


begin their Fellowship at any 
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York open| SCORE IS 


‘channel 
for 
e ff 
service 


A social centre for young 
spastics has been opened in the 
annexe to an old orphanage 
building in York. : 

Mr. L. P. Day, chairman of 
York and District Spastics 
Group, who performed the 
opening ceremony, said that he 
hoped that “the re-opening of 
the centre in its new function 
would be a re-opening of the 
channels through which we can 
serve each other and all our 
sons and daughters.” 

Mr. Day also praised the 
“magnificent work” of Youth 
Action of York in helping with 
the centre. 

At the ceremony, a certifi- 
cate was presented to David 
Hayes, a member of the group 
which attends the centre. This 
marked his achievement in 
swimming his first length and 
breadth of the local pool. 


To Bedfont: £60 


Sponsored walk by members 
of Clacton Youth Council 
raised £60 for spastics, and a 
cheque for this amount was 
handed to the matron of the 
Bedfont, Mrs. J. P. R. Molyneux, 
by Brian Winters, secretary of 
the Council. 


5,000 
WICKETS 
A DAY 


A record of 5,000 wickets cr 
day ... some bowling? But this 
is not a phenomenal cricketing 
feat, but the number of wire 
holders produced at the 
Tee-side Spastics Work Cen- 
tre, 


The holders, technically 
known as wickets, are made of 
lengths of wire bent into U- 
shapes. They are used to sup- 
port polythene bags in the 
mechanised packaging indus- 
try. 

Since production started just 
over a year ago, more than four 
tons of wickets have been made 
at the centre. In July and 
August, an order for one-eighth 
of a million was completed. 

The wickets have been 
bought by firms as far away as 
Portsmouth and Stevenage, but 
new markets are needed as re- 
cently-installed jigs have speed- 
ed up production at the centre. 
Mr. Fred Garland, the Work- 
shop Manager, is hoping to 
break into the export field. 

When production of the 
wickets first started, many of 
the spastic employees had diffi- 
culty in bending the wires but 
now they find it quite 
easy. 


Churchill Trust 


offer travelling 
fellowships 


]N 1969 the WINSTON CHURCHILL MEMORIAL TRUST 

offers travelling Fellowships to those concerned with 
“the education of the handicapped: those teaching people 
who are unable to learn by conventional methods.” Awards 
are open to all citizens of the U.K., and no special quali- 
fications of any kind are required. 


It is hoped that, whilst travel- 
ling, Fellows will gain a closer 
understanding of the countries 


' visited and a greater knowledge 


in their own field. 

Fellowships normally last 
for three months. They may be 
taken in any country or group 
of countries in one continent. 
The grant covers all expenses 
—travel, daily living and any 
equipment required. For in- 
stance, a three-month Fellow- 
ship in North America would 
carry a grant of about £1,400. 

Successful applicants may_ 


Meldreth Training Centre had its share of troubles during the recent floods, but some, at least, made the 


most of a golden chance. 


time before the end of 1969. 


On their return, Fellows under- 
take to disseminate the know- 
ledge they have gained, and to 
be domiciled in the U.K. for 
three years. A written report 
by each Fellow is also to be 
submitted to the Trust Coun- 
cil. 

To apply, send your name 
and address (on a postcard) to 
the Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust, 10 Queen Street, May- 
fair, London, W.1., WIX 7PD. 
An application form which will 
be returned should be com- 
pleted and sent to the above 
address before NOVEMBER 
15th, 1968. A short-list of appli- 
cants will be interviewed at the 
Trust Offices in JANUARY, 
1969. The names of the 1969 
Fellows will be announced in 
early February. 


Boots, hoots, 
hoots, boots 


Jam jars into boots and shoes 
— that’s the transformation 
achieved in the Bodmin district 
of Cornwall. And it is spastic 
children in the area who will 
get the footwear. 


This year, a record £222 was 
made from the jam-jar appeal 
by the Bodmin and North Corn- 
wall branch of the Cornish 
Spastics Society. 

First purpose to which the 
money will be put is the provi- 
sion of footwear for all the 
branch’s spastics who are mo- 
bile. : 

Wear and tear on boots and 
shoes is considerably heavier in 
the case of spastics and it was 


felt_that this was a 1 practical 


‘way of helping. ~~ 
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These are the game young spastics 
who took part in the mini-sports 
trials at Thomas Delarue School 
in September. Their willingness to 
“have a go” has made it clear 
that the full-scale National 
Spastics Games are a must. 


HOLIDAY 
CRUISE 


OR ANYONE interested in 
the prospect of an exciting 
holiday cruise abroad, there are 
still vacancies in the party for 
30 LIGHTLY HANDICAPPED 
ADULTS to visit Norway, Den- 
mark and Holland next May. 
The cost will be £55 per person. 
Please note that owing to the 
generosity of passengers who 
sailed with the Society’s party 
on the holiday cruise this year, 
a small fund has been set up 
from which it may be possible 
to assist a few applicants who 
could not otherwise afford to 
pay the full fare. 

Further details about the 
cruise and application forms 
are obtainable from Mrs. W: R. 
Greenwood, Holiday Organiser, 
16 Fitzroy Square, London, 
W.1., WIP 5 HQ. 

Closing date for applications 
will be 1st December, 1968, so 
those who are _ interested 
should write immediately! 


READERS 


climbing steadily. 


issue. 


(Block capitals please) 


Send to: 


YOU CAN HELP 
BUILD UP | 


SPASTICS NEWS 
CIRCULATION 


Get your friends, relations to subscribe... 

Buy a year’s subscription for a Spastic... 
Persuade “Spastic Pool” members to subscribe... 
Bring in advertising... 


CIRCULATION UP TO 70,000 
PRICE DOWN TO 9d. 


(including postage) 
By changing the NEWS from a magazine toa 
newspaper, costs have been cut nearly 20% 


THIS BENEFIT IS BEING PASSED ON TO 


Circulation has jumped from 11,000 to 70,000 and is 


FIRST TARGET: 700,000 = 
You can help to reach this circulation where advertising 
will make the NEWS a big income earner for Spastics. 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


1 want to help build the SPASTICS NEWS circulation. Please 
_send until further notice, to the name and address below, the NEW 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription 
rate of 9/- including postage, starting With the.....crrererescseseee 


1 enclose a cheque/postal order for 9/-. 


Name and AddressS ...cocccccescncvccccccesescccsscssenesss cesses 
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Editor, Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London, WI. 


Saptari 


The youngsters who help 


spastics get in the swim 


UR youngsters are righily 

castigated when they act 
irresponsibly. Only last 
night, for instance, I had 
occasion to chase’ three 
youths I spotted in my gar- 
den hurling stones at a plum 
tree. 


If they had been successful in 
knocking down any of the 
plums their reward, in view 
of the fact that the fruit 
looks as though it will not 
Yipen before Christmas, 
would probably have been a 
deserved stomach ache. 


However, as soon as the lads 
realised they had been seen, 
they sprinted away down the 
street at such a speed I had 
about as much chance of 
catching them as our male 
sprinters have of striking 
gold in Mexico. The youths 
got low marks from me for 
(a) trampling all over the 
garden and (b) having the 
cheek to do so in broad day- 
light. 
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From the Burnley 


Evening Star 


There is another side of the 
coin, of course. Not all 
youngsters act so cheekily 
and thoughtlessly. 

Mr. Harry Bailey-Marsden, sec- 
retary of Colne MHydro- 
Therapy Group, has been 
singing the praises to me of 
some young people who have 
played such a major part in 
running this useful organisa- 
tion. 

The group was launched four 
years ago. Every Wednesday 
spastic children from many 
parts of East Lancashire are 
taken by mini-bus to Colne 
Public Baths where, in a 
specially heated pool, they 
have fun by splashing around 
in the water. They also do 
special exercises which are of 
therapeutic value. 


RESPONSIBLE JOB 


Obviously, it is necessary that 
these handicapped children 
are watched over carefully 
all the time they are in the 
water and this is where Mr. 
Bailey-Marsden’s helpers step 
in. 

He explained: “They willingly 
give up their time each week 
to help in the worthwhile 
work. It is a tremendously 
responsible job. They have 
never let me down. I think 
they deserve a pat on the 
back. 

“Some of these young people 
will be leaving us in the 
near future because they 
have left school recently and 
their changed circumstances 
—work and so forth—means 
they can no longer get along 
on Wednesday nights.” 

Mr. Bailey-Marsden’s young 
band of voluntary workers 


Badges for 
Beavers 


Among those benefiting from 
the activities of the newly- 
formed Beaver Swimming Club 
for the handicapped in Crosby 
(Lanes.) is 44-year-old Mr. 
David Brown, son of the secre- 
tary of Southport, Formby and 
District Spastics Society. 

David has been presented 
with the preliminary ccrtificate 
and badge of the National 
Schools Swimming Association 
and Amateur Swimming Associ- 
ation joint award for the physi- 
cally handicapped after 11 
weeks’ attendance. 

Two other Southport spas- 
tics, Miss Jean Terry and Miss 
Elizabeth Edgington, have also 
passed the same test. 


has been: Lynne Todd, 16; 
Eileen Taylor, 16; Stephen 
Heap, 17; Michael Cowgill, 
19; Roy Barnes, 16; Jean 
Frankland, 16;.and her sister 
Christine, 14; and Anne 
Sanders, 16. 


The adults who play the major 
parts in the running of the 
group, apart from Mr, Bailey- 
Marsden, are his wife, Eliza- 
beth, baths manager Mr. 
Stanley Heys, children’s 
specialist Dr. Winston 
Turner, and Mr. Philip 
Barton, chief physiotherapist 
for the Burnley hospitals’ 
group. Ex-councillor Mr. 
John Whalley, the group’s 
president, has also given the 
group considerable help. 


The young helpers with Colne 


Hydro-Therapy Group at Colne — 


swimming pool. 


(Photo by courtesy of 
“Burnley Evening Star’’). 


Worthing effort 
made £24 


Four Worthing groups of the 
National Housewives Register 
and one in Lancing supported 
a coffee evening at the Arundel 
Road home of Mrs. Vera Camp- 
bell at Worthing. 

This was one of a number of 
events held during the year in 
aid of the Worthing, Little- 
hampton and District Spastics 
Society, and added £24 to the 
funds. 


NOVEMBER, i968 


ational 


games 
are on 


[THE NATIONAL Spastics Games are ON. And entries 
for the Games, which will take place at Stoke Mande- 
ville Hospital on July 5 and 6 next year, are open to all 
those suffering from cerebral palsy. 


Tug-o-war 


was no 
washout 


Torrential rain and flooded 
lawns failed to wash out the 
Tug-of-War Championships or- 
ganised jointly by the Friends 
of the Spastics at Ponds Home 
and Amersham Friends of 
Ponds, 


Fourteen teams came from 
all over Southern England to 
take part in the event, which 
was carried out under Amateur 
Athletic Association rules in 
the grounds of Ponds, The 
Spastics Society’s residential 
centre for adult spastics at 
Seer Green, Bucks. 


Winners were the Petters 
works team from Staines, who 
out-pulled the B.A.C. team from 
Weybridge. 


The championships were fol- 
lowed by a _ supper-dance — 
supper being served from a 
mobile fish and chip van. 


GOLF 
Ladies’ charity 


tournament 


The Ladies’ Section of Pen- 
wortham Golf Club, Preston, 
organised a District Tourna- 
ment in whick seven Clubs par- 
ticipated. 

Finalists competed for two 
trophies presented by Mr. 
W. E. Holmes and Mrs. Topping 
and her daughter. 

- A cheque for £150 was pre- 
sented to Preston and District 
Spastics Group, and a further 
£21 was raised by a raffle of 
golf balls given by Mrs. Harri- 
son, and two of the ladies do- 
nated their prize money, 
making a total amount presen- 
ted to £75-8-0. 


hg 


Mr. John Le Prevost, the So- 
ciety’s Education Officer, told 
“Spastics News” that the events 
will include track (walking 
and running, individual and 
relay), field (club, medicine 
ball, javelin, distance and pre- 
cision, shot and discus), wheel- 
chair and tricycle (slalom, dash 
and relay) and swimming. 

Entries will be by age—up 
to 13, 13 to 18 and over 18, 
grouped as follows: Ambulant 
with minimal handicap; ambu- 
lant with affected legs but no 
aids; ambulant but requiring 
sticks or crutches; non-ambu- 
lant paraplegic; and _ non- 
ambulant quadraplegic. 


Have a go 


Said Mr. Le Prevost: “Guide 
times have been established to 
help entrants decide whether 
to enter. As an example, males, 
over 18, ambulant but needing 
sticks, who can walk 60 metres 
(65 yards) in 29.7 seconds or 
less, should have a go. 

“Simlarly, grils of 13 to 
18 years old, non-ambulant and 
quadraplegic, who can dash 60 
metres in a wheelchair in under 
29.4 seconds, could be among 
the medals.” 

Entrants or club leaders who 
are interested should write to: 
Mr. A. T. S. Edwards, 8 Starve- 
crow Close, Shipbourne Road, 
Tonbridge, Kent, for details, 
entry forms and rule books 
(price 7/6d). 


Good try 


An attempt on the world 
non-stop walking record of 200 
miles by three Stafford airmen 
failed, but sponsorship means 
that North Staffordshire Spas- 
tics Association and R.A.F. 
charities will share at least 
£100 as a result. \ 

The airmen, S.A/C. Paul Hig- 
nett, S.A/C. Dave Patrick and 
Cpl. Paddy Clifford covered 
179 miles between them. 


Riding display | 


in Freshfield (Lancs.) was 
the setting for a display given 
by the North-West Riding for 
the Disabled Group and the 
Southport Spastics Society. 
The display illustrated the 
high standards of proficiency 
which have been reached 
during the past nine months. 
Three of the riders were from 
the Crosby, Bootle, Litherland 
and District Spastics Society, 
and most of the others were 
from the New Hall (Cottage 
Homes) Fazakerley training 
centre for handicapped people. 


GYMKHANA CASH” 


FOR CHILDREN 


A sum of £118 10s. was 
given to Percy Hedley School 
for spastic children by Langley 


The money was raised at a 

gymkhana and a terrier show 

held during the summer, ~ 
Young club members who 


travelled to the school ia 


presentation were imp d 
by the work done there 
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